
 

April 2, 2017, Fifth Sunday of Lent 

SDHG 
Dear Parishioners: 
      The Fifth Sunday of Lent was once called the First Sunday of the Passion because 
the Passion of the Lord was read from one of the Gospels. Accompanying this was the 
covering of the statues in the church. We are approaching the greatest mysteries in our 
faith and this practice was a way to help focus one’s mind and heart. 
      On the other hand, it seems that we ought not to cover them, especially the  
crucifixes. Are we not getting ready for that very event? Perhaps cover the others but 
not the crucifix. Yet when we walked into church today, we noticed that something was different. Our  
attention almost immediately turns to the suffering and death of Jesus and the cross because of the covers. 
      This is a time of more intense preparation for Easter. It is just two more weeks for our Lenten discipline. 
“Msgr., I have not done very much for Lent (or even nothing) why should I start now?” You should start now 
because it is never too late for one to begin getting closer to God. God does not measure by mere behavior, 
rather by sincerity of heart. God only needs a nano second. 
      Covering the statues allows you and me to focus on the words rather than the sight. We see the screen 
over and over again. The words may go by the side, but the coverings somewhat force us to wonder and 
apply the words we hear of the approaching fest in new light. 
      I strongly encourage every family to cover the crosses and statues in your home. There is no reason why 
this should be kept only in the church. As we heard the Holy Spirit speaking to us many years ago at Vatican 
II, The family is, so to speak, the domestic church. In it parents should, by their word and example, be the 
first preachers of the faith to their children; they should encourage them in the vocation, which is proper to 
each of them, fostering with special care vocation to a sacred state (Lumen Gentium 11, 1964). 
      Importing this custom into your home, apartment, RV, etc. encourages us to carry what we see and do 
in church into our daily lives. All you need is some simple, undecorated purple cloth to drape over the statues 
and crucifixes. Traditionally the crosses are unveiled after the Good Friday service and the rest of the statues 
before the Easter Vigil. There are no special prayers or ceremonies for the veiling or unveiling. 

************************* 
      Sometimes when I am hearing confessions, someone will confess that he or she did not fulfill their  
Easter “duty”. Let me clarify what this is. Catholics who have made their first communion are bound to  
receive the Eucharist once a year during the Easter season — by definition, this season begins on the first 
Sunday (March 5, 2017) of Lent and extends until Trinity Sunday (June 11, 2017). 
      One is not bound to go to confession during this time, although, it is a very good idea unless there is mortal 
sin present. The Easter “duty” as you see is not a very difficult standard. It is minimum obligation that hopefully, 
will encourage one to participate more regularly. You may fulfill this obligation at any Catholic church. 
      It behooves us to confess our sins on a regular basis. Once a year, by most definitions, is not regular 
attendance. Not one of us is as bad as we might be, nor as good as we could be. Confession every two 
months would be regular confession. Always remember that one should only confess sins since the last time 
you received the sacrament. If you forgot a mortal sin in your last confession, you should mention the sin, 
but remember that it was forgiven. Satan will tempt you to confess a sin over and over even if you did not  
commit a sin since your last confession. Be on guard for his trickery and deception. 
      Be sure to check out our extra confession times. Please do not wait until the last minute. At times, the 
line is very long and the sin of anger or extreme agitation might occur because so many waited until the last 
minute. 
      Easter is coming soon. May Jesus find us ready. 
 

      Pace – bene, 

 
 
      Msgr. Bill 
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