
 

April 9, 2017,  Palm Sunday 

SDHG 

Dear Parishioners: 
      Our holiest week of the year begins this weekend. Christmas sometimes seems more  

significant and in many lives, it is, but these days are our highest in rank. These are the  
celebrations of events that worked out our salvation in history. 

      Palm Sunday begins the week with the joyous shouts of hosanna to the King of Kings. As 

we know, however, it is a short-lived excitement. We might think of the seed, the sower  
parable, and the soil with no depth. Quick sprouts, but cannot bear the heat of the day.  

Perhaps you have experienced this initial enthusiasm and quickly turned a corner when the 
demands were not what you thought. The fickleness of the crowds that day sealed Jesus’ fate and without their 

knowing the full truth, purchased our freedom. 
      Our liturgical actions go back to the earliest days of the Church. On Thursday, we process with the Holy Oils, 

the second most sacred article in the Church, next to the Eucharist. Fr. William Sanders writes: Throughout the 
Bible, various references indicate the importance of olive oil in daily life. Oil was used in cooking, as a fuel for 
lamps … and as a healing agent in medicine. Moreover, with oil the Jews anointed the head of a guest as a sign of 
welcome … beautified one's appearance … and prepared a body for burial. In religious practices, the Jews also 
used oil to dedicate a memorial stone in honor of God … to consecrate the meeting tent, the Ark of the Covenant, 
the table, the lampstand, the laver, the altar of incense and the altar of holocausts … and to offer sacrifices. 

      Fr. Sanders goes on to write about the myriad spiritual uses of oil as well — Psalm 23 "You anoint my head 
with oil," signifying favor and strength from the Lord; and Psalm 45:8 reads, "You love justice and hate  

wickedness; therefore, God your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellow kings,"  
signifying the special designation from God and the joy of being his servant. Moreover, to be "the anointed" of the 

Lord indicated receiving a special vocation from the Lord and the empowerment with the Holy Spirit to fulfill that  
vocation: Jesus, echoing the words of Isaiah, spoke, "The spirit of the Lord is upon me; therefore, He has  

anointed me" (Lk 4:18). St. Paul emphasized this point, "God is the one who firmly establishes us along with you 

in Christ; it is He who anointed us and has sealed us, thereby depositing the first payment, the Spirit in our 
hearts" (2 Cor 1:21). Therefore, the symbolism of oil is rich sanctification, healing, strengthening, beautification, 

dedication, consecration and sacrifice. 
      The use of oil is strong in our liturgy. Every year the Bishop blesses the oil to be used in the ministerial life of 

the Church. This outward sign makes visible an inward reality — the oil stains” or “marks” the soul of the  

anointed. In Confirmation, for example, we become marked men or women by the grace of God. We are  
recognizable to all in heaven and called to live accordingly. 

      Of course, Good Friday celebrates the greatest act of love the world has known or will know. God “dies” for 
people, the ever-faithful bridegroom surrenders his life for his adulteress bride, you, the entire human race and 

me. In so many ways, this is the most romantic day in history — what greater love can Love show than dying for 

the ‘enemy’. 
      It is a simple liturgy to help us focus on the greatest act of love. While we do not celebrate Mass that day, we 

are privileged to receive the sacrament of total self-donation to help us understand that no matter what we may 
do or not do, he will never abandon us to the Evil One. His arms stretched wide on the cross reach to embrace 

every sinner and in his self-forgetful love embrace you and me in forgiveness.  
      A long-standing custom of remaining quiet and reflective from noon until 3:00 PM has lost much of its  

meaning. I encourage every family to free themselves of electronics, playing games, big meals, movies, etc. in 

order to focus on the three hours Jesus was hung on the cross. This is not an easy effort for our children. The 
constant over stimulation of the senses makes quietness difficult. 

      In honor of Jesus and his sacrifice, let us make a different decision and ‘hang’ with Jesus as he hung on the 
cross to save us from our sins.  

 

       Pace – bene, 

 
 

       Msgr. Bill 

Letter From The Pastor 


