
 

April 16, 2017,  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

Letter From The Pastor 
SDHG 

Dear Parishioners: 

      We’ve been saved!!! Every human being has been saved by the death and  

resurrection of Jesus. Easter is the ultimate reason for hope and trust in God’s  

almighty power over this universe. Good Friday is the ultimate sign of Love’s love and Easter 

is the ultimate sign of God’s power. The powers of hell could not keep Jesus in the grave.  

      At the Vigil for Easter the deacon carries in the new Paschal Candle. This new light is car-

ried into the darkness of our world. It is impressive when the darkened church has hundreds of candles burning. 

The symbolism is quite real and needed. Each of us is invited to BE one of those candles in our world. We obvious-

ly did not set ourselves on fire or wear flashlights on our shoulders. Our light must be the light of life and love. It 

must be a light that shines into the hearts of others. 

      Some of this light comes from the words we use. Easter language is a language of hope that God will do ex-

actly what he said he would do. He conquered death forever and ensured that we could live every day in the pure 

knowledge of love. Love himself will never let us down or abandon his daughters and sons. 

      The Easter Gospels are rich with life and hope. Grave robbers would have taken the burial cloths with them 

because higher-grade linen was used and valuable. Jesus rose fully in the flesh not into a spirit world with fake 

bodies. He ate and drank with others. He walked on the path to Emmaus with his disciples. The Resurrection gives 

not just a new body, but a glorified body. You and I are invited to life on high, to be fully alive in the beauty of 

God’s face.  

      Our bodies and souls will no longer be at odds. What confuses us on earth will be reconciled in the  

fullness of grace. St. John Paul II writes — Eschatological  [this refers to the human race after  

resurrection] man will be free from that opposition (re: body and soul). In the resurrection the body will return to 

perfect unity with the spirit, Man will no longer experience the opposition between what is spiritual and what is 

physical in him. … The resurrection will consist in the perfect participation of all that is physical in him. At the 

same time it will consist in the perfect realization of what is personal in man  (Theology of the Body, 9 Dec. 1981). 

      In one sense we go “back to the beginning” (cf. Mt. 18:4) to the very beginning that we are made in the im-

age and likeness of God (cf. Genesis 1:27). In the resurrection our physicality and spiritual soul will be in total 

tranquility of order in the beatific vision of pure and infinite Trinitarian Love. It just does NOT get any better. Je-

sus’ death and resurrection demonstrates and promises the same when we follow him through the cross, death 

and resurrection. 

      Contemplate what this vision can mean for us. You will be able to see all our ancestors, many of our enemies, 

the children lost through miscarriage and abortion. I will see my sister or brother lost to us by miscarriage. I want 

to meet my patron saints and thank them for their wisdom and witness. Yet,  

until that time I am invited by God the Father to wait in love and with Love. God promises Love will  

prevail and he is a Father who always keeps his promises. 

      I pray this Easter brings you great joy and peace. We never have to fear what is ahead because God promises 

a state of being in which there is no fear, no pain, anxiety, doubt, etc. There is only  

beatitude.  

      ¡ H A P P Y  E A S T E R !  

      Pace – bene, 

 

 

      Msgr. Bill 

 


