
 

April 23, 2017, Divine Mercy Sunday 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

      This second Sunday of Easter calls to mind the wonderful gift of  
Divine Mercy. The author of the Letter to the Ephesians [Queen of the 
Epistles] writes, But God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love 
he had for us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, brought us 
to life with Christ (by grace you have been saved), raised us up with him, 
and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to 
come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness 
to us in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:4-6). 
 

      St. John Paul II’s letter, Dives in Misericordia teaches us that the  
invisible God made himself visible in our human history in Jesus the Christ 
(2). When we see Jesus, we see the Father in heaven; he is the incarnate 
face of God. Today we focus on this very tender and holy face. 
 

       Mercy is not a mushy element of soft feeling that withers at the sight 
of pain or misery. Mercy is an active, vibrant grace that invites you and 
me to be instruments of mercy. We have eight weeks on this Easter  
journey with moments filled with healing and mercy. 
 

      A developing devotion takes into account fourteen stops “stations” of Jesus after his resurrection. These  
stations are a great reminder of God’s mercy continuing in the life of Jesus and of course us. We will hear of all 
these places on Jesus’ journey to our heavenly Father. In each station, there is a message about salvation. 
 

      God desires for us to be happy with him in heaven. He knows that his beauty and goodness is what will give 
you and me eternal happiness. Nothing else is able to satiate our deep desires for community and tranquility. 
Easter presents us with many examples of God’s stepping into our lives with mercy and love in order that we 
cannot just survive but thrive. 
 

      God’s mercy is shown when we visit the sick and there are one or two sick people in our families or  
neighbors. There are many different manifestations of illness including those whose illness is not physical but 
mental or emotional. These can be very, very difficult to the level of frustration that little progress is happening. 
The person looks healthy and at times quite normal, until … . We can be instruments of mercy for them and 
bring God’s grace to them. 
 

      Often they do not remember the kindness, get angry at your good deed, blame you for upsetting them, 
etc., but it is an act of mercy when we give God’s love from our heart. As we move through Easter, allow God to 
teach your heart about the mercy of God. Trust more and more in his love for you and share that with others.  
 

      Each of the stations after the resurrection has its own special significance for our lives. His mercy endures 
whenever we allow Love to love us.  
 

      May the resurrection of Jesus resurrect in our hearts what still tries to sleep or avoid Love’s love. 
 
      Pace bene, 

 
 
      Msgr. Bill 

Letter From The Pastor 

Jesus rises from the dead          Jesus confirms Thomas in faith 

The disciples find the empty tomb         Jesus appears at Lake Galilee 

Jesus appears to Mary           Jesus confers primacy on Peter 

Jesus walks with his disciples to Emmaus        Jesus confers the universal mission 

 


