
 

April 30, 2017, Third Sunday of Easter 

SDHG 

Dear Parishioners: 

      This week and next we are focusing in on a very important topic — vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. The Holy Spirit of God has led our Church through history 
to build the mission of Jesus to better serve our world. Various needs of people have 
called forth a response from the disciples of Jesus to care for the sick, educate the 
youth, forgive sins and confect the Eucharist that the presence of Jesus will help lead 
us to greater holiness. 

      In the Gospel today Jesus uses the time walking with the disciples to teach them about him and finally to 
recognize him in the breaking of bread, obviously directing us to think of the Eucharist. At every Mass, the 
priest breaks the bread at the Lamb of God. We are directed to the broken body of Jesus on the cross he 
endured for you and me. We can never divorce the Eucharist from the cross; they are hand and hand forever 
mingled in a great mystery of love. 

      A vocation is a “call” from God to a person to give his life in service of the Kingdom whether as spouses 
in holy matrimony (Yes, matrimony is to serve the Kingdom of God by being a real life, visible example of the 
Holy Trinity in this world - cf. ToB, St. John Paul II, 29 Sept. 1982- ) as a priest or vowed religious. A side 
note: it is rather sad that so many married people do not see their sacrament as a call to serve the kingdom. 
More on that topic later. 

      So what kind of man or woman does God call to serve the Kingdom as priest or vowed religious (there 
are priests, brothers and sisters in this category)? He does NOT call goody two shoes, holier than thous,  
pious Patties, etc. He calls normal men and women, sinners all, earthen vessels, imperfect human beings 
who have some good qualities. Among these are honesty, loyalty, patience, extroverted or introverted, tall or 
short, slender or husky, runner or walker, kindness, etc., etc., etc. 

      There is no one type of person God calls to the priesthood or religious life. There are a myriad of types 
from the super intelligent Aquinas to the plodding Jean Vianney, from the driving Ignatius to the reflective 
Benedict, from the quiet Teresa to the vocal Catherine and so forth. In all of them, however, was a man or 
woman of faith, not perfection, who desired to do God’s will. 

      I would wager most of you have seen a young man or woman in our parish who has impressed you as 
one who would make a good priest, sister, or brother in service in the Church. If you see a young man who 
would make a great husband, you have seen one who would make a good priest. One’s temperament,  
virtues and habits are in the man or woman not in the vocational choice. Your good qualities are your good 
qualities; e.g., a kind priest is NOT kind because he is a priest. He is kind, period. 

      I know that Jesus has called me to be a priest because he wanted to call me. Like every man, I have 
shortcomings and weaknesses. Nevertheless, he did call me to this way of serving him on this earth. I do not 
know why and I hope one day to discover the answer. 

      John Cardinal Newman’s prayer for his life vocation offers you and me a bit of insight for ourselves and 
those we see around us. 

      — God created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some work to me, which He has 
not committed to another. I have a mission. I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. 
Therefore, I will trust Him. Whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my sickness 
may serve Him; if I am perplexed, my perplexity may serve Him; if I am in joy, my joy may serve Him; if I 
am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. 
      Let all of us pray every day how to live the vocation God has called us to live. For our young women and 
men — pray humbly and sincerely this prayer daily in your heart and soul and Love Himself will open to you 
a glorious dream for your life which will always be bigger than the one you have for yourself. 

 
       Pace – bene, 

 
 

       Msgr. Bill 
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