
 

May 7, 2017, World Day of Prayer for Vocations, Fourth Sunday of Easter  

SDHG 
Dear Parishioners: 
      The Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Easter is always taken from the tenth chapter of John’s Gospel.  
Jesus teaches us that he is the Good Shepherd who loves his flock. This is also World Day of Prayer for  
Vocations. 
      Jesus’ audience was well aware of the prophet Ezekiel’s prophecies of the bad shepherding of God’s  
people. The word of the LORD came to me: Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel.  … Woe 
to the shepherds of Israel who have been pasturing themselves!  ... They were scattered  and wandered over 
all the mountains and high hills; over the entire surface of the earth my sheep were scattered. No one looked 
after them or searched for them. … For thus says the Lord GOD: Look! I myself will search for my sheep and 
examine them. Finally, God says, “I myself will be their shepherd,” (cf Ez. 34:1-15). 
      God’s desire was to give us an undivided heart  
(I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will 
put within you. I will remove the heart of stone from 
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh [Ez 11:19, 
36:26] ).  
      He demonstrates this desire by sending us the 
Good Shepherd in the person of Jesus. God did 
come to shepherd you and me through our lives. He 
calls you and me to live a life with an undivided 
heart, the reason for the First Commandment.  
      Mother Church dedicates this Sunday to be a 
day of prayer for vocations to priesthood and  
religious life. We are directed to listen first whether we are being called to this life and to intercede for  
others to hear the call. Hearing the call is not as easy as it sounds. 
      We are used to listening to our bodies when we listen to God. Our very body gives us hints, which I  
believe, are one of God’s regular means of communication. Pain, for example, is a way our body tells us that 
something is wrong. When we experience sin and shame, we have an experience of pain, loneliness,  
alienation, etc.  
      One of the bodily signs God gave me in my vocation was the experience of tranquility. I wanted to be a 
priest from the sixth grade. [Most do not have such a strong sense of vocation so young.] I did think about 
joining the navy so I could be a pilot, becoming a lawyer, or a Christian Brother so I could teach. Each time, 
however, I would return to the idea of being a priest and I felt a sense of peace and tranquility. 
      About mid-way through the seminary, I met a most beautiful young woman (Barbara) and “fell in love.” 
I can say truthfully that she is the one woman I could have married. In fact, I was sitting on my suitcase 
ready to leave the seminary when that deep tranquility took hold. I knew I could be happy if I married  
Barbara, but there was something else God wanted of me. In a sense, priesthood was the only choice for 
me. I knew what God was asking and I would only be happiest if I responded with my, “Yes.”  
      Every vocation has difficulties, setbacks, disappointments, joys, successes, beauty, etc. These downs and 
ups of life are given to us by God so we can experience his grace in a myriad of moments. God’s beatitude in 
this world becomes more evident when we answer, Yes,” to his invitation to follow. 
      Let us give our young adults a beautiful gift by recognizing in them their good qualities that could be a 
sign of a vocation to priesthood or religious life. It could be for them, a sign that God may be calling them to 
follow in this way. Together we can help God’s call reach minds and hearts. Your insight and prayer could be 
what is needed for a young woman or man to hear and respond. 
      See you at the next ordination or religious profession of a daughter or son of SVdP. 
 

      Pace - bene 
 
 

      MB 
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