
 

May 14, 2017, Fifth Sunday of Easter, Mother’s Day 

SDHG 

Dear Parishioners: 

      It is said that mothers around the world are very much alike. A clever writer penned 

that Mona Lisa’s Mother said, "After all the money father and I spent on braces, that's the 
best smile you can give?” Albert Einstein’s mother said, “But it’s your senior picture. Can’t 
you do something about your hair?” and Columbus’ mother said, “I don’t care what you’ve 
discovered, you still could have written!” 
      Yes, we do tease about our moms. When we step back we can see just how much 

they strive to work together with God in helping to raise us. They put up with a lot and often get back glares and 

sneers. Through it all they take care of the home, bandage wounds, drive us all over town, forgive our bad days, 

cook, attend our games, recitals, school projects and lots and lots of other things.  

      Thank you mom for all you do. Thank you Mother Mary for saying, “Yes,” to God the Father. Thank you  

Mother Church for giving us Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. Thank you also for coming to our bedside to 

anoint and aid into eternity.  Enjoy this day. Thank you. 
 

************************* 

      A beggar sat outside a rich man’s house every week and begged him every day for some sort of charity.   

Every week the philanthropist listened to the man while he told his tale of woe and graciously handed out a  

generous bit of help. One day the rich man took the beggar aside and said to him, “Listen, you know I will  
continue giving you a nice amount every week. You do not have to convince me anymore. A little less cringing, a 
little less whinnying about your condition and we would both be happier.” 
      The beggar drew himself up to full stature of his ragged pride and dignity. “My good sir,” he replied  

indignantly. “I don’t teach you how to be a millionaire; please don’t teach me how to be a beggar.” 
      Jesus [God] teaches us how to reach the Father. First, Jesus teaches that he is the way – the truth and the 

life. So our very first direction is to look into the face of Jesus who is the face of the Father, more easily said than 

done. In this part of John’s Gospel, Jesus is reclining with his disciples at a Passover meal celebrating the angel of 

death passing over the Jews held captive in Egypt. He is about to pass over the threshold of death to life. 

      This “death” of Jesus profoundly demonstrates God’s love for you and me. He dies for us, the enemy, who 

betrayed Jesus through our sins. This is the great gift of God the Father who loves beyond all telling. His  

resurrection manifests the power of God over sin. Jesus teaching that we can only come to the Father through him 

directs our hearts to him, the way. At some point in time we must say, “Yes,” to Jesus because he is the way, 

truth and life. 
 

Fr. John Cameron, O.P. puts it this way —  

      Faith curbs in us all compromise and mediocrity. For Jesus is not the map, the opinion or career choice.  
Rather, Christ is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  In other words, every means, every thought and idea, every 
vital dynamic essential to existence on earth begins and ends in Jesus Christ. Apart from him, we can do nothing,  
because apart from Jesus we are nothing. Adherence to Jesus ensures that where he is we too will be, even unto 
the communion of heaven. 
      Once we have sacrificed the idolatry of feelings, subordinated human understanding to the truth of the  
Gospel, and freely committed ourselves as children to the Father, we should not be surprised when we find  
ourselves doing the work of the Father I Jesus. St. John Eudes expresses it this way: 

All that is Christ’s is yours: his spirit, his heart, his body and soul, and all his faculties. You must 
use all of all these as if your own, to serve, praise, love and glorify God. He longs for you to use 
all that is in you, as if it were his own, for the service and glory of the Father. 

      Let us stay on the Way, observing in the Truth and living the Life. 
 

       Pace – Bene, 

 
 

       Msgr. Bill 
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