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Dear Parishioners: 
 

Welcome to our new bulletin.  We have changed our printing company they will give us good 
service as well as a new free parish app!  Thanks to our communication staff for this change.  
I pray you will enjoy and use the bulletin.  If you are interested in advertising, please call 
Rumaldo Serna at 512-835-4800 x4636.  Our advertisers make the bulletin and the app  
possible.  Please consider them when you are looking for a service. 

*********************************************** 

Every relationship [this includes the relationship me, myself, my shadow and I] has certain parameters, boundaries.  
The nature of relationship requires that two or more set up of communication, lines not to be crossed, behaviors of 
respect, etc.  Without these, chaos or tyranny will reign. 
 

When we encounter the Lord Jesus we instinctively know that a relationship is demanded for he is not a tyrant or 
cruel.  Jesus desires a tranquility of order so that we can thrive.  Jesus said to his disciples: 
"If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (Jn. 14:15).  There is that very big two-letter word, “if” sets one of 
the boundaries in the encounter with Jesus, namely, keeping his commandments.  
 

We are not given permission to have a relationship on our own terms because love requires that certain conditions 
be fulfilled.  For example, if you and I decide to love each other, we have to spend time together and not be strangers; 
there must be some common ground.  We witness this common ground in the Holy Trinity of Three who is One and 
One who are three.  This eternal common of persons is the model of total self-surrender to another. 
 

We need a true clarity of thinking in this area because disciplined thinking will always lead to a gentleness of heart 
where undisciplined thinking will lead to tyranny.  Undisciplined thinking is a person’s way of ignoring reality and 
wanting it just his or her own way.  Everyone else must bow to what I think even in the face of obvious evidence.   
Undisciplined thinking is leading our society to revert to name calling and insults to stifle discussions.  It is what the 
tyrant does. 
 

Jesus who speaks the truth (or there’s nothing true) states the principle that the way to love him is to follow what he 
commands.  He says this because he knows the laws of love.  He was present at the beginning when the laws were 
first established.  Remember, we are made in the image of a communion of persons living in complete self  
surrendering to each other.  Thus, in our inner self we too are called to have that same self-surrender.  
 

It is never easy and requires that we not decide for ourselves about our lives.  One requires that we listen to those 
around us; for example — I love pasta, Tuscan olive oil, linguine with clam sauce, etc.  I am not Italian, I am Irish.  I 
cannot decide for myself my reality, that’s tyranny.  I will be much happier when I accept reality and learn to be the 
version of myself that I can be — that’s true freedom.  
 

John Donne writes “No man is an island entire of itself; … any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in 
mankind.  And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee (No Man Is an Island).  Our reality is 
given to us by God with the opportunity to love as Jesus loves us by following his commands.  Our Gospel today 
quotes Jesus, “Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me (Jn. 14:21). 
 

We do not believe in a me and Jesus kind of faith.  Our faith is ecclesial and is lived in a spirit of community.  It is a 
great joy to know that we are more than ourselves and will find greater happiness when we surrender our lives to 
God’s plan articulated and lived by Jesus.  Simply doing what I want or feel will undoubtablely help us feel good for a 
while, but it cannot last because reality will eventually force us to deal with something much greater than myself.  
 

Following Jesus’ commandments will keep us on the right road — it may seem long and arduous, but if any shorter 
or easier, it would not get you to where you want to go.  

  Pace – bene, 

 

        

   

  Msgr. Bill 
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