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Dear Parishioners: 
June 21, through July 4, the Bishops of the United States are sponsoring an effort to raise awareness and action 
regarding religious freedom called a Fortnight for Freedom. The attack on religious freedom is becoming an 
ever increasing threat to our way of life. No government cares what you think or how you pray, but it is  
threatened when you put that faith into action.  
 

This threat is not just over there, half way around the world, but here, in the United States of America, as well.  
It behooves you and me to take serious time to study this issue. The Bishops have some very pertinent material 
on the web site of the Conference, www.usccb.org. I have included just the very beginning of the FAQ’s (http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/upload/Religious-Liberty-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf). 
All of these can be found in English and Spanish. 
 

What do we mean by religious liberty? 
In Catholic teaching, the Second Vatican Council “declare[d] that the human person has a right to 

religious freedom. This freedom means that all men are to be immune from coercion on the part of 
individuals or of social groups and of any human power, in such wise that no one is to be forced to 
act in a manner contrary to his own beliefs, whether privately or publicly, whether alone or in  

 association with others, within due limits.” (DignitatisHumanae, No. 2.)  
 

Religious liberty is protected in the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and in federal and state 
laws.  

 

Religious liberty includes more than our ability to go to Mass on Sunday or pray the Rosary at home; 
it also encompasses our ability to contribute freely to the common good of all Americans. 

 

What is the First Amendment? 
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution states the following: “Congress shall make no law  
 respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to  
 petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 

 

We have a lot to lose if we do not take up this task and fight for an expansion of religious liberty, not a  
concertation.  We often say that it cannot happen here, but that would be looking through rose-colored glasses.  
Our freedoms do not have an independent existence allowing them to survive in a vacuum. Like a beautiful  
garden they must me cultivated, trimmed (which will allow an even greater flowering), protected and at times 
fought for if are to survive. 

The address to the left will help us to reflect much more 
on this area of our lives. I encourage you again to study 
this issue.  
 
 

 

We might well take in a bit of Winston Churchill’s wisdom about giving in to popular culture, “Never give in. 
Never give in. Never, never, never, never—in nothing, great or small, large or petty—never give in, except to  
convictions of honour and good sense. Never yield to force. Never yield to the apparently overwhelming might of 
the enemy.” The Church gave in at the beginning of the French Revolution’s aftermath and it was disastrous. It 
took the Carmelite sister of Compiègne deaths to help bring down the regime, but only after so much destruction. 
 

Our active and patriotic citizenship will help protect the religious freedom for all people of faith.  It is the first 
right enumerated in the Bill of Rights and is supported by the second part of the religion clause that the  
government will make no law prohibiting the free exercise. Let us be vigilant and protective of this precious right. 

  

Pace – bene-  

Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty 
www.usccb.org/freedom| Twitter: @USCCBFreedom 

Text “Freedom” to 377377 to receive updates 


