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Dear Parishioners: 

I will be leaving Monday to help lead a pilgrimage to the Holy Land sponsored by the Equestrian Order of the  

Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem for deacons and seminarians. There are twenty-three of us and I ask for your prayers 

that Fr. Matt and I will help open the beauties of the holy site to these young men preparing to serve as priests. Pray 

also that a cool front will lower the temperatures to the mid-nineties. 

 July fourth is a great day to remember that patriotism is a virtue. We should love our country and work to 

build up a nation of justice and peace. But how do we get to this very point of giving this devotion and affection to a 

country of our birth or adoption. 

Patriotism is an outgrowth of a gift of the Holy Spirit, piety. This gift, virtue, is the recognition that I am not a  

self-produced person. In many ways, piety is a virtue of the home, not exclusively, but I am and have been loved by 

my parents, grandparents, etc. This reality calls forth from me a response of respect, loyalty and a sense of deference 

towards them. On a purely natural level, think of Newton’s, “I stand on the shoulders of those before me.” 

We choose this respect by active participation in the civic life of our country — voting, community service, service 

in the military, informing ourselves about issues, paying taxes, etc. At times this service may involve bearing arms to 

help right an injustice. It could also mean service as a medic/nurse on the battlefield or at home. 

Sometimes people will raise objections to patriotism because of past injustices or other wrongs. For all countries 

and societies, crimes and injustices are part of their history. Like every family, however, even with the warts and 

members we wish had a different last name we are still a family. The same is true of our nation, which has many 

warts as well as a great generosity. In this fallen world, the juxtaposition of light and darkness will always be part of 

our lives. 

 On this Fourth of July, we can take great pride in our country.  

In fact, the United States of America has helped to free more people than 

any other country in the world. Yes, we have failures, but those do not 

cancel out the victories. We must not allow the lack of achieving  

perfection to become the enemy of the good. Our country, as in most 

people, has much more good than evil. 

 Two videos are particularly appropriate for viewing this week. 

First is John William’s Hymn for the Fallen, reminding us that our freedom 
comes at a great cost; and the second, Jackie Evancho’s A Tribute https://
youtu.be/Omd9_FJnerY, https://youtu.be/VSSMl8uJ11Q. 

 A fun family worthy movie is Yankee Doodle Dandy, with James Cagney as George M. Cohan. It is black and 

white but the music and message are great. A bit cheesier is Independence Day, about aliens trying to take over the 

world. Lots of action, things getting blown up, some humor, and worthy of two popcorn runs. 

Read again our Declaration of Independence and our Constitution; documents not just for the U.S. but applicable 

for all the peoples of the world who desire freedom and participatory governance. Celebrate this holiday with gusto for 

every “birthday” hopefully demonstrates a growth in wisdom and sees greater justice and generosity. 

Whether Republican or Democrat, Liberal or Conservative, etc., we are a part of a country striving to do what is 

good for others. We may argue vigorously about how to do that, we all want to accomplish a better world. We can at 

least agree on that and celebrate our nation’s birthday. 

Patriots will capture the opportunity to celebrate a rich, if imperfect, history of liberty. 

 

Pace – bene,   


