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Dear Parishioners: 
 

Our Catechism defines a parable as “A characteristic feature of the teaching of Jesus. Parables are simple images or 

comparisons, which confront the hearer or reader with a radical choice about his invitation to enter the Kingdom of 

God” (CCC546).The Catechism uses the word “radical” which sometimes is misunderstood as violent or extremely 

revolutionary. There is an element of this in the word, but more authentically it comes from radix or root and is calling 

one to return or enter into the rootedness of God’s love in our lives. 
 

Jesus does not use them as ‘cute’ little stories for a visual effect. There is always something of power and change in his 

parables. Nature for example is a very cruel master. It has no sympathy. Nature can give us earthquakes, volcanos, 

floods, hurricanes, terrible storms, et al. It does not care if you just built your 

new second home on the beach or if you have previously been flooded two or 

three times. It does not obey prayers, or wishes or bribes. 
 

Our God allows nature to run its course and do what it does. Most of the time 

He does not make the storm the way we want or the riptide push towards the 

shore. I once explained to my dad that dolphins will push people toward the 

shore and that people have lived to tell others about their experience. “Billy,” 

my dad said, “that’s because the people they pushed away from the shore  

didn’t get to tell their side. Dolphins like to push things.” 
 

When a hurricane is bearing down on the Texas coast, those of us on the 

northern coastline pray it will turn east and hit Louisiana, or turn south and hit Brownsville. The people on the southern 

coast pray it will turn anywhere North. Neither of us prays, “Dear Lord, please let my house take the brunt of the 

storm.” It can be easy to forget that God has beloved children all along the coast. He lets nature work according to the 

laws of nature. We should never forget that brokenness of nature is a result of the sin of mankind first brought to us by 

our first parents. 
 

Our God, however, desires a relationship with you and me. Relationships in their highest purpose are meant to  

complement another and call forth goodness. In His relationship with us, God provides a nature that also feeds billions, 

adds beauty to our world, heals us, recovers from disasters, etc. The goal of nature on this side of life is designed to 

help us reach the fullness of nature on the other side of life.  
 

Jesus’ parables are very serious and are to be taken seriously.  These parables point to the right order of nature that 

guides you and me in our daily lives. Right order, orthodoxy, will in the end, bring harmony to our lives. Error and 

radical misunderstanding of reality have no power to right order and the upward striving for God.  
 

In the end, life will conquer even the cold stone. It may take quite a while, but life will win out because it is God who     

                    brought both into being and he is the God of the living. Over time, life will not be stopped. It is true that 

        we humans can choose death because even though we know better, we do not always choose the better. 

        Our pride, stubbornness [a type of pride], unreported sin, anger, indifference, et al. can block even the  

        saving grace of God. Human beings are the most intelligent of earthly creatures; we just do not always act 

        like it.  

                             The simplicity of the parables is part of their wonderful charm. In their simplicity, they supply  

                                    us with an insight into God who is perfect simplicity. The more complicated we become, the 

            more things can go wrong. Jesus kept it simple. He knows what’s best. 
    

 

   Pace – bene,  

 


