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Dear Parishioners: 
 

I am pleased to report that several projects within our physical plant are starting or are about to start. The large curtain windows, the tall 

windows in the gathering space, are going to be reframed. We are awaiting the fabrication of the new frames. We have tried for several 

months to contact the designers of the windows for a set of drawings in case a window breaks. It seems that the men involved are  

having a dispute and they cannot find the original plans or copies. We are moving forward anyway and anticipate this to be an eight to 

ten week repair. 
 

The permit for the new canopy walkway between the cafeteria and the fine arts building has cleared and will start very soon. A few  

final concrete issues are being resolved.  
 

The engineers have finally approved a new design for the repair of the marble sheets surrounding our columns. We studied several ways 

to “fix” the problem and the review of these options added several weeks to the process. We have sent the design to a fabricator and we 

are expecting completion within the month. 
 

Please note that the columns supporting the building are stable and the building is safe. The floor is not attached to the columns and thus 

can and does move. The marble sheets rest on the floor and were installed using no expansions joints. Thus, when the floor moved, the 

pressure on the sheets pushed up and caused the problem.  Our fix will allow us quick repair if this happens to any of the other columns. 
 

The construction documents for our Lady of Lourdes Chapel are in the formal bidding stage. Westfall Group, our General Contractor, 

has received the documents from Turner-Duran architects and our bid package instructions are to obtain three bids for the project. Then 

we meet again with the Building and Grounds Team at the end of the month. We will review the different options in the bids and final-

ize the plans. At that point, we will send the plans to the City of Houston for the permitting process. This could take 8 to 12 weeks be-

fore we can begin construction. 
 

The care for our physical plant is very important to me. We have built a strong Buildings and Grounds Team, our facilities manager, 

Chris Bolan, is an attentive and careful overseer, and they all are a tremendous help to me. All of them are cognizant of the costs and 

need for maintenance, repair and when needed replacement. They are diligent in reviewing plans and evaluating proposals. They have 

no hesitance in challenging me, thank goodness. And, “Yes!” it always takes longer to do the job right. 

 

************************* 

As we celebrate the Transfiguration, we see a special event in which God allowed certain apostles to have a privileged spiritual experi-

ence. This experience was meant to strengthen their faith for the challenges they would later endure. Jesus did not intend this event to 

be a permanent state of being. Many of us have experienced spiritual ‘highs’ that spur us on to a more intense experience of grace, for a 

while.  
 

Learning from the event on Mount Tabor, we should take note that Peter, James, John and Jesus came down from the top into regular 

daily life. In this broken world, the brokenness pulls us away from the spiritual highs and a sadness or fatalism can set in. We must train 

ourselves to reach back to those special moments and allow God’s love to touch us.  
 

We cannot live in the past but the past can point to the future and we can draw strength for the future. God does not love us today and 

ignore us tomorrow. He is constantly offering all of us grace upon grace to face the valleys of life. There is never a time that He is not 

with us. So when times are not so perfect, when feeling a bit depressed or frustrated, recall those moments when God felt so close.  
 

Feel the grace you received that so touched your heart. St. Ignatius wrote of the “felt” grace that moves one’s heart. It is real. It is a true 

touch of God’s love. Our memories can put us in touch with the beauty of God and the experience of His love. Do not give the Evil One 

the opportunity to pull you down into the morass of life. Remember who you are: a daughter or son of God made in His image, who He 

loves so much that He was willing to send His only begotten Son to die for you.  
 

That’s our transfigured Lord. 

 

 

 Pace – bene, 


