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Dear Parishioners: 
 

In our first reading today, Isaiah writes, “Thus says the LORD: Observe what is right, do what is just; for my salvation is about to 

come, my justice, about to be revealed (Is. 51:1). [As a side note, when we see Lord written “LORD”, the word used in the Bible is 

the Hebrew tetragrammaton, YHVH, which is the original name for God which the Jews do not say out loud but substitute Adonai 

or Elohim.] The ultimate justice of course is Jesus who restores the relationship of the human race lost by Adam and Eve in the 

garden. 
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines justice as: Justice is the moral virtue that consists in 

the constant and firm will to give their due to God and neighbor. Justice toward God is called the 

"virtue of religion." Justice toward men disposes one to respect the rights of each and to establish in 

human relationships the harmony that promotes equity with regard to persons and to the common 

good.  
 

The just man, often mentioned in the Sacred Scriptures, is distinguished by habitual right thinking 

and the uprightness of his conduct toward his neighbor. (emphasis mine) "You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, 

but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor." "Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a 

Master in heaven” (1804). 
 

Traditionally, writers speak of four types of justice — commutative, distributive, legal and social. Peter Kreeft writes of 19 types 

of justice — read http://www.catholiceducation.org/en/religion-and-philosophy/philosophy/the-nineteen-types-of-judgment.html. 

On this earth we often demand justice and that is our right and at times our duty to ensure justice for ourselves, and more          

virtuously for others. It is a way of establishing the Kingdom of God in this fallen world. 
 

We have a serious moral obligation to work for justice in this life. Our business dealings must be above board   

paying just wages, striving for reasonable profits, ensuring good work, etc. We cannot do whatever we want 

without regards to others. We should give an honest day’s work for our salaries, not take advantage of others 

or our boss, work for the good of the company, etc. There are obligations on both sides. 
 

When it comes to God, however, we have an advantage. In God, we discover that His mercy exceeds His   

justice. In this sense, God’s justice is not blind but prejudiced towards His children. God bends over backwards for you and me;  

He tips the scale in our favor.  
 

Think of how many times you and I have gone to confession with the same sin — yet, we are still forgiven. Our    heavenly Father 

NEVER ceases to forgive us when we approach Him with sorrow for our sins. He tells us that He will remember our sins no more 

(cf. Heb. 8:12, Jer. 31:34, Is. 42:25). He tells you and me that no matter our past, He will not hold it against us when we ask for 

forgiveness with sincerity.  
 

This does not violate God’s justice but adds another dimension to his infinite love. You and I are free to imitate God’s mercy as 

well. We do not have to hold things against one another but are free to forgive, to put behind us the hurts and pain that we may 

have suffered. We are not always obliged to press the charges against another to the highest level.  
 

One of the spiritual works of mercy is patiently enduring wrongs against us. Yes, at times we should press the charges but not  

always. We can practice in the manner of God as well. Does not Jesus do the same for us? Indeed, let us practice justice in all that 

we say and do towards others. When it come to the person we see in the mirror, let us pray that we go beyond justice and practice 

mercy.  
 

Remember always that God’s justice is the mercy of the cross. 

  

  Pace  - bene, 


