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Dear Parishioners: 
 

An update — Over the years the steel frame holding the curtain at the front of the church windows had begun to rust. I consulted  
several ‘experts’ about this and they all agreed that if we did not do something the windows might be lost because the frame was  
deteriorating. 
 

After two or so months of deciding how to approach the problem, we settled on the current plan. The windows were removed to grind 
down the rust, paint the steel with a special coating, clad the steel with aluminum, repair some of the windows, reinstall the windows 
and then place new protective glass on the outside of the windows to meet current building code. 
 

We have lost several days of work due to rain, cold temperatures and liturgical celebrations. The original schedule was to complete the 
project in mid-January but now we are looking at mid-February. The windows will be back. 

 

Two big events! Diocesan Service Fund (DSF) Sunday is upon us and is an 
important part of our parish life. Each year every parish of the Archdiocese 
is invited by our spiritual leader, in this part of the world, to join with him 
in proving needed ministry to members of our archdiocesan family. Cardi-
nal DiNardo needs you and me to help fund many ministries that belong to 
us as a Catholic Church so that we join him as An Instrument of God’s 
Mercy. 
 

You are an Instrument of God’s Mercy when you help to support our  
hospital chaplain corps. It is our task to help ensure that every Catholic  
can experience healing grace not only on the medical side, but on the  
spiritual side as well. DSF provides housing, transportation, food, etc.  
for the priests who work full time in the Medical Center and some of the 
outlying hospitals. We parish priests cannot take care of all these patients 
unless we abandon our parish work. 
 

DSF also supports ministry to the men and women incarcerated throughout 
our archdiocese. It is a way we help Jesus to be where we cannot and offer 
Mass, confessions, counseling, etc. Another ministry DSF supports is The 
Apostleship of the Sea, or Port Chaplaincy which serves hundreds of men 
and women who work on ships and bring so many of the goods we use on a 
daily basis. Through Mass, confessions, fellowship, etc. we help bring 
God’s mercy to hearts and souls so distant from their families. 
 

Moreover, DSF supports the San Jose Clinic for the uninsured with medical services. It is the longest standing free clinic in the United 
States. Hundreds of doctors and nurses volunteer at the clinic. Healing grace and mercy pour into peoples’ lives and you help make that 
possible. 
 

Furthermore, by supporting DSF we are able to care for our retired priests at the Archbishop Joseph A. Fiorenza Priest Retirement  
Residence. These men have given a lifetime of service, and caring for them is a show of mercy and gratitude for that service. I could 
give many more examples, but I think it’s clear how valuable our Diocesan Service Fund is to us.  
 

I ask you to give generously with a pledge that stretches just a bit. DSF is a very good thing in which we as disciples of Jesus can take 
part. We cannot do all these ministries by ourselves, but by working together we can accomplish great deeds. Let us be Instruments 
of God’s Mercy. 
 

The other big event begins on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14 — Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of the Lenten Season  
(Our annual time of prayer and fasting to cooperate with God’s grace on our journey to God). Of course, we pray, fast, and cooperate 
with God’s grace all year, but in this holy season we focus more earnestly on those parts of our lives where we fall short of his glory.  
 

Check out our web site today. We have posted a list of over 105 [at last count] ways to fast and do penance during Lent. We have listed 
items for those who are addicted to popular culture, those who need to be more grateful and more. You know your own heart and how 
to grow in grace. Please don’t wait until the last minute to decide. We are worth much more than last minute choices. Enjoy the search. 
Remember that every person 14 years of age or older must abstain from meat (and items made with meat) on Ash Wednesday, Good 
Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent. Every person between the age of 18 and 59 (beginning of 60th year) must fast on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday.  
 

Nota bene: Even if you do not fit into one of the above categories, eat what is prepared for the family and do not be picky, just because 
you can eat meat and others must abstain. You are not that special that somebody must go out of their way just because you don’t like 
peas or fish sticks. It’s Lent for goodness sake. 
  

 Pace – bene,  
 
 
 

 Msgr. William L. Young, III | Pastor 

ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON-HOUSTON | WWW.ARCHGH.ORG/DSF 


