
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent - Sunday, March 11 | Pray + Fast + Give Alms  

 
Dear Parishioners: 
 

We’re at the half way point for Lent. Our Church clergy wear rose colored vestments to remind us that Easter  
approaches and encourages us to stay the course with Lenten observances. Today we listen to the superlative “so” 
describing the depth of divine love. 
 

Love SO loves you and me, not just loves us, but SOOOO loves us. This deep love goes far beyond an obligatory 
love but to the very depths of sacrificing one’s own Son. The Father could not have loved us more than giving up 
his only Son. Love does not get any deeper.  
 
This week we find rich meditation and contemplation over that small two letter word that expresses far more than 
we see on the surface. God holds this entire universe in existence despite its flaws and human sins. God’s desire is 
for you and me to be with him forever in peace and happiness. Our heavenly Father never desires one to be lost 
and never attain his or her destiny.  
 

The path to this destiny is simple and difficult. Simple, in 
all we must do, is to be a disciple of Jesus; difficult, in 
that we must be is a disciple of Jesus the Christ. Disciples 
in the time of Jesus would walk behind the Rabbi so the 
dust from the Rabbi’s walking would fall on them.  
 

We live in an imperfect world in which we cannot make 
everyone good nor prevent every bad thing from  
happening. Our neighbors are not always the best of  
people and those we deal with do not always live lives  
of holiness. It goes without saying the same is true of 
each of us. 
 

So, what is one to do? Jesus invited himself into the  
sinner’s home [Zacchaeus] to dine with them, talk with 
them, minister to them and show them God’s mercy and 
goodness.  
 

We must never compromise the truths we teach for that will be a sign that we are not disciples. Truth himself  
never apologized or softened the truth but always taught with compassion. We all can do the same and by doing  
so evangelize those who choose not to believe or follow truth. 
 

The more we walk as disciples of Jesus the more we can touch the lives of others and help them encounter the true 
Jesus, not just a moral guide, but a way of life that leads to our destiny of love with Love. No one of us knows the 
inner workings of another’s mind and heart. God alone has that ability. We must do our best to reflect Love with 
love and forgiveness [not always an easy task].  
 

During these next three weeks of Lent, let us strengthen our efforts to grow in discipleship of Jesus. Let his dust 
fall on you. Let him get in your face so deeply that others will see him there [never an easy task]. Let’s dream big 
this Lent that God’s power working in us can do infinitely more than we thought possible or imagined (cf. Eph. 
3:20). God’s bigger than we think and we should not doubt his ability to work in us.  
 

May our hearts become more and more like the heart of Jesus whose only desire is for us to be like him in the  
fullness of love with Love beyond all telling. 
 

  Pace – bene,  

 A Letter from our pastor...    


