
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter - Good Shepherd Sunday | Sunday, April 22 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

This fourth Sunday of Easter is also called Good Shepherd Sunday since the Gospel each year is about Jesus as  
the Good Shepherd. He protects the flock and watches over the gate to the sheepfold. It is a beautiful image of the  
relationship between the LORD and his flock. 
 

God calls some persons to Holy Matrimony — a sacrament calling a man and a woman to self-surrender to the other 
with a wonderful humility to another human being. The Magna Carta of matrimony is found in Ephesian chapter 5  
when St. Paul describes the mutual surrender for husbands and wives.  
 

It is a very serious call to serve another for the rest of one’s life in working out the path to salvation in Christ.  
In Bosnia-Herzegovina a bride and groom exchange vows while holding on to the crucifix together and carry the  
crucifix as they process from the church. The crucifix that is used at the wedding is then hung over their bed to  
remind them daily that they are to be Christ for each other as they surrender to the other.  
 

Holy Matrimony is not a vocation for those not called to a religious vocation. It is a separate call to holiness of husbands and wives to 
imitate Jesus dying on the cross for each other — definitely, NOT for the faint of heart. 
 

Some others God calls to religious vocation as religious men and women or as priests. God calls men he wants to serve as a priest or 
brother and women he wants to server as nuns and sisters because he wants that man or woman. He wants whom he wants and while  
we might think it should be someone else, it very well may be you. God calls whom he sees as needed for the task.  
 

God gives you the graces you need for the office you have. He gives the grace to a husband or a wife to live that vocation as husband  
or wife; to parents to live as a mom or dad; to a religious sister or brother to live as a member of the community; to a priest to live as a 
priest. The grace of office is given to one as he or she exercises the ministry. God blesses one with these graces when they are needed 
not as some bank account you can go to and withdraw when needed but rather as a fresh experience of God’s love active in you.  
 

I ask all parents, God-parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles and friends to look around and see the qualities in your loved ones and 
point out to them how they could be a great priest, or religious or spouse in God’s plan. Let them know how grateful you would be if 
they chose to follow Jesus as a priest, brother or sister. How grateful you would be if they chose to become a great husband or wife. 
These good qualities set them up for greatness (as a saint) and will work for either vocation.  
 

To those young adults who have not made a formal commitment as a spouse, take some time to pray about your personal call from God. 
Catholic News Agency published an online story today entitled; They were going to get married. Now he's a priest and she's a sister. 
Check it out. Pray very seriously about your personal call from God. Ask God from the bottom of your heart if he is calling you to a 
religious vocation.      
 

In a massive study conducted by the National Organization for Research at the 
University of Chicago, dozens of jobs and professions were ranked by which were 
the happiest and most satisfying fields. The study,  
the most comprehensive of its kind, explored satisfaction and happiness among 
American workers, found the #1 job with the highest levels of both happiness and 
satisfaction were religious vocations.     
 

I can testify to the truth of those results. After almost 48 years of priesthood I can 
say that being a priest has brought me great joy, peace and happiness. God may  
be calling you to join us. On this Called by Name weekend, don’t be afraid to put 
your own name on one of the cards. I would love to have you over for breakfast  
to answer questions, help you discern, etc. I am looking forward to meeting the 
next pope or Mother Theresa.  
 

May you hear the voice of the Good Shepherd in your heart. 
 

 Pace – bene, 

An Easter message from our pastor... 

 


