
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

  Our Building Bright Futures campaign is a blessed opportunity 

for you and me to build the legacy of Catholic education for the 

next several decades. Our children are thirsty for knowledge of 

Jesus the Christ. Our new educational building will enhance our 

ability to bring the Good News of salvation.  

  A part of this parish campaign is our participation in our  

Archdiocesan campaign, Ignite – Our Faith, Our Mission.  

A major part of this campaign is the construction of a new  

dormitory at St. Mary seminary for housing our future priests.  

It will also provide for other improvements at the seminary  

and endowments to support inner city Catholic schools for the 

education of children.  

  Your support for Building Bright Futures  will bring new learning and joy as we move into the future. 

We are a Community United in Faith that is committed to excellence in education and service. I am  

praying every family will make a substantial pledge to be paid over the next three to four years.  

  Your sacrificial gift will bring blessings for decades to come. Our new bricks and mortar will be  

translated into sequels, wide-eyed wonder, moments of discovery, and hearts grown stronger by knowing 

the Lord. You and I may not live to see all these blessings. Many of those who built our aging facilities 

now look from far above. Now it is our turn to build for the future where a young man studying for the 

priesthood in a new dorm prays for those benefactors who made it possible; where a five-year-old steps 

into our Lord’s Day program; where a teen prepares for Confirmation, etc. Now is the time. Now we are 

the ones who build.  

  I thank you in advance for this sacrificial gift you give. Know that God will not forget and we can never 

outdo him in generosity. Together let us Build Bright Futures. 

*************************  

  One of my favorite hymns is, The Church’s One Foundation.  It encapsulates some very sound  

theology. With that in mind I offer you a very brief history of Christian churches and their founder.  

It would be quite difficult to list the many varying denominations since the last count of different  

denominations of Christianity was in the 25,000’s. 

  Obviously, every denomination  

cannot be correct since they teach 

different dogmas, and some are at 

odds about what is the truth. Also 

obvious is that this list is simplified, 

and these communities’ history is 

richer than simply a date and a name. 

  The bottom line, however, is the 

historical fact that all Christian  

denominations trace their history back 

to the Catholic Church.  

  Most present day Christian churches 

have abandoned the dogma of the true 

presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. 

Those who leave the Catholic Church leave the Eucharist behind. There is no substitute for his true 

presence in this sacrament which is summit of our connection to Jesus in the world. We will never be 

closer to Jesus on this earth than at the moment we receive his Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in  

communion.  

  With all our warts and wounds, we are so blessed to receive God himself into our bodies. I am often 

told by visitors that they find SVdP to be a place of welcome and warmth. I believe much of that  

sentiment is because we believe so strongly in the True Presence and because of this Jesus is the  

source and summit of our communion. What a blessing has been passed on to us. 
 

  Pace – bene, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 
 

Msgr. Bill grew up in  

Manlius, New York.  

He has been ordained  

for forty eight years and  

has been pastor of  

St. Vincent de Paul for  

nine years and counting.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of you that 

have stepped out in faith to 

support the Building Bright 

Futures campaign!  We are 

currently over half way to  

our goal of $10.8 million.  

With 4,000 families in our 

parish community and with 

everyone’s commitment, we 

will surely surpass our goal.  

Please join in and make your 

pledge – at whatever amount 

is meaningful to you.   

 

For more information  

please visit  

svdp-houston.org/

building-bright-

futures 

 

A letter from our pastor... 

Pentecostalism –   Charles Parham   1900 

Jehovah’s Witnesses –  Charles Russel  1870 

Seventh Day Adventists –  Ellen White  1860 

Latter Day Saints –  Joseph Smith  1830 

Quakers –   George Fox  1647 

Methodist –   John Wesley  1739 

Amish –    Jacob Ammann  1693 

Baptist Churches -    John Smith  1605 

Presbyterianism –   John Knox  1560 

Calvinism –   John Calvin  1536 

Anglican Communion –  King Henry VIII  1534 

Lutheranism –   Martin Luther   1517 

Roman Catholicism–  Jesus Christ  33 AD 


