
 

Dear Parishioners: 

I found this in my file of resources. It has some wisdom — 

15 Things that God Won’t Ask After We Die 

God won’t ask what kind of car you drove,  

but will ask how many people you drove who didn’t have transportation. 

God won’t ask the square footage of your house, 

but will ask how many people you welcomed into your house. 

God won’t ask about the fancy clothes you had in your closet, 

but will ask how many of those clothes helped the needy. 

God won’t ask about your social status, 

but he will ask what kind of class you displayed. 

God won’t ask how many material possessions you had, 

but will ask if they dictated your life. 

God won’t ask what your highest salary was, 

but he will ask if you compromised your character to obtain that salary. 

God won’t ask how much overtime you worked, 

but he will ask if you worked overtime for your family and loved ones. 

God won’t ask how many promotions you received, 

but he will ask how you promoted others. 

God won’t ask what your job title was, 

but he will ask if you performed your job to the best of your ability. 

God won’t ask what you did to help yourself, 

but he will ask what you did to help others. 

God won’t ask how many friends you had, 

but he will ask how many people to whom you were a true friend. 

God won’t ask what you did to protect your rights, 

but he will ask what you did to protect the rights of others. 

God won’t ask in what neighborhood you lived, 

but he will ask how you treated your neighbors. 

God won’t ask about the color of your skin, 

but he will ask about the content of your character. 

God won’t ask how many times your deeds matched your words, 

but he will ask how many times they didn’t. 

  These little bonbons are not part of divine revelation but rather simple questions to help us think.  

Human wisdom reflects the divine implantation of being made in his image and likeness. No cat, gnat, 

dog, frog, etc. has ever been a source of wisdom. The animal kingdom does not practice contemplation 

nor discuss answers to the above.  

  God has endowed you and me with the ability to think, rationalize, communicate ideas, sentiments, 

dreams, visions, hopes, etc. Blessed John Cardinal Newman’s episcopal motto, Cor ad cor loquitur 

(Heart speaks to heart) reflects the intimate relationship we humans can have with God. None of the  

animal kingdom possess this ability for they are not made in his image and likeness.  

  We can ask ourselves these questions and others. But to get to the answers we must ask and listen  

not just with ears, but more importantly with our hearts. It can be a bit scary since listening to our hearts 

means inviting God to dwell within us. When we truly speak and listen from our heart we cannot fool 

ourselves. Our head thinking can come up with all kinds of sophistry. Not so when we listen with our 

heart, for the heart is not always a safe place. Our God is not a safe God, but he is all good and that is 

what makes all the difference. 

  Let your heart see and listen to what God is truly asking of us.  

 

 Pace – bene, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 
 

Msgr. Bill grew up in  

Manlius, New York.  

He has been ordained  

for forty eight years and  
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St. Vincent de Paul for  
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A letter from our pastor... 


