
 

Dear Parishioners: 

   Happy New Year! Our Church begins the new liturgical 

year with the First Sunday of Advent. In today’s Gospel 

St. Luke gives us a picture of the third Advent of Jesus.  

   Advent means the Arrival or the Coming. Jesus comes 

to us first in his birth in Bethlehem. He arrives as the fulfillment of the prophets of old, the Old 

Testament. 
 

   In days gone by, parishioners would bring their offering to Sunday Mass and they brought 

them up individually to the altar. As congregations got bigger and economies grew, ushers 

would pass a basket for the gifts. It has become our practice to resurrect this older custom on 

the third Sunday of Advent.  

   On Gift Giving Weekend SVdP reaches out to those less fortunate. This year  

we offer several opportunities through which you can give. 

1. Visit the Giving Tree in the Gathering Space starting this weekend, the first 

Sunday of Advent, December 1 and 2. It will remain up through Sunday,  

December 9. You will have an opportunity to select  a tag from the Giving Tree 

and return the unwrapped gift with the tag firmly attached to the outside  

of your gift. These gifts go to needy families through Catholic Charities. 

2. Our  parish conference of the Society of SVdP will also have envelopes available at  

 all the entrances to the church starting this weekend through December 9. These  

 envelopes have a specific amount on the outside. Please purchase a gift card for 

Walmart, Target, etc. and put the gift card in the envelope and return them on Gift 

Giving Sunday. Please put these envelopes in the collection basket and not in with  

 another gift.  

3. Purchase new summer weight dress clothing for the students at our mission school in 

Guayaquil, Ecuador and their siblings. They can use both girl’s and boy’s clothing 

sizes new born through 14 years of age. Bring the clothing unwrapped with the bags 

marked as Guayaquil on Gift Giving Sunday.  

4. On Gift Giving weekend, December 15 and 16, during the offertory, you will be asked 

to come to the front of the church with your financial gift and your present for those 

less fortunate. We will place all these gifts in the sanctuary throughout the weekend. 

This becomes a beautiful illustration of our parish’s generosity. After the 5:00 pm 

Mass on Sunday the gifts are separated and prepared for distribution to the assigned 

groups.  

   After every Mass, all can celebrate with cookies and warm wassail. Every year our sanctuary 

is filled with the overwhelming generosity of so many parishioners. So much so that by  

Sunday evening we must walk through narrow passage trails due to the many gifts received  

for others. Then on Monday the different agencies we work with, come and receive the many 

gifts and prepare them for specific families. 

   We are the immediate cause of another’s joy; even though we will not see the joy of that 

child unwrapping his/her gift. But God will see the smile and joy of that child and will always 

remember the person who helped make it possible. 

   Also, let us never forget the beautiful gift of Confession given to aid us in our spiritual  

maturation. This Advent offers you and me a wonderful gift, but we must unwrap it to realize 

its beauty. There are several opportunities to confess. I do ask that you not wait until the  

last minute since the long wait could possibly be the cause of frustration and even anger.  

   I pray you have an Advent that helps to fill your heart and soul with a disposition of  

expectant waiting for the birth of our Savior. 
  

 Pace – bene, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 
 

Msgr. Bill grew up in  

Manlius, New York.  

He has been ordained  

for forty eight years and  

has been pastor of  

St. Vincent de Paul for  

nine years and counting.  
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A letter from our pastor... 


