
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 

  Fr. Ed Broom, OMV posted an article on www.catholicexchange.com entitled,  

10 Lessons to Help Us Prepare for the Greatest Birthday. It was first posted three 

weeks ago but I think we could grow our faith with some of these lessons. I encourage 

you to visit the site and read the full text. First Lesson: God’s Love for All of  

Humanity — Second Lesson: The Meaning of the Name Jesus — Third Lesson: 

Humility —  Fourth Lesson: Poverty — Fifth Lesson: Bethlehem, Its Eucharistic 

Meaning  — Sixth Lesson: Clean the Stable  —  Seventh Lesson: The Fragrance  

of Christ — Eighth Lesson: The Effort It Takes to Follow the Star — Ninth Lesson: 

Peace to All of Good Will — Tenth Lesson: Mary and Saint Joseph, Our Models. 

www.catholicexchange.com is a very good site for news and other information about 

the Church. I have found it reliable and accurate. 

*************************  

  I suppose that all of us have had the experience of meeting someone and for a variety 

of reason just can’t remember their name. We know we know it, but it does not rise  

to the top of our memory. It’s not the end of the world but it is frustrating.  

  There are lots of names in the Gospel today — Tiberias Caesar, Pontius Pilate,  

Herod, Philip, Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene [not the one in Texas],  

Annas, Caiaphas, and Zechariah. We’ve heard these names many times but don’t  

call them to mind very often. 

  The most important name in the Gospel today is John the Baptist. He leaped for joy  

in his mother’s womb when he heard the Mother of God greet his mother. He lived in 

the desert. Many mothers probably told their children to avoid him. After all, he ate 

locusts and wild honey. But he heard the word of the Lord which means his heart was 

in the right place.  

  We cannot hear God unless our heart is spiritually healthy. Advent is a time our 

Church invites you and I to develop an expectant attitude about the coming great feast. 

We live in an age of constant noise and distractions from an increasing coarsening  

society, temptations to over emphasize the value of material things, a Church scandal 

that shakes the foundation of trust and Satan’s gleeful encouragement to push us to 

greater anger and discouragement. 

  How can we possibly have an expectant heart with all of that? One strong hint 

 occurred a couple of weeks ago when we celebrated the feast of Christ the King of  

the Universe. A primary, foundational element for an expectant heart is a recognition 

that the WORD of God, Jesus, is the primary position in your heart.  

  Only when we put God first are we able to walk a path that will allow the tranquility 

of order to be a goal. God’s primacy in all matters will ensure that all matters will have 

the importance they deserve. For example, if I put my spouse first rather than God,  

I will ask of that person a love only God can give — ultimately my spouse will fail me.     

  When I put God first I gain the strength to put aside my pride, superiority,  

stubbornness, selfishness, etc. and then begin to hold my heart in him. When I begin  

to do that with God, I can begin to dare to hold my heart in my spouse, my children, 

etc. May this Advent awaken in our hearts a deep desire to hold them in the new born 

King and grow in wisdom age and grace before God and one another (cf. Lk. 2:40). 
  

 

 

 Pace – bene,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 
 

Msgr. Bill grew up in  

Manlius, New York.  

He has been ordained  

for forty eight years and  

has been pastor of  

St. Vincent de Paul for  

nine years and counting.  
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A letter from our pastor... 

http://www.catholicexchange.com

