
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter | Sunday, May 6 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Summer approaches and with it comes many changes in routines to 
which we have become accustomed. It is a time when many of our 
children sleep late, lounge around a lot, forget what they just learned 
in school, etc. It is a time for picnics, baseball, outdoor activities and 
barbecue. 
 

It can be a difficult time for children as they get a bit older. Many are 
too young to get a job and too old to be easily entertained. After a few 
days, boredom can set in and that can lead to trouble in a few forms. 
Getting children interested in something is not always an easy task. 
Now is a good time to search out people to see, places to go and  
activities to do. 
 

Modesty is a virtue we all should work on and especially in the summer when we wear less and are more casual. In Donald 
Demarco’s article, The Virtue of Modesty, [https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/] Donald writes, Modesty is the virtue that 
presents goodness in its proper color: one of elegance rather than affluence, economy rather than extravagance,  
naturalness rather than ostentation. …Modesty is the virtue that allows one to focus on what is good without being  
distracted by irrelevant superficialities.  
 

It is difficult to talk about modesty these days since many see it as a diminution of one’s ‘right’ to wear whatever he or she 
wants to wear, say whatever they want to say, look at you in any way they want, etc. It is considered by some to be an old 
fashioned concept that puts most, if not all, the responsibility on the feminine.  
 

Our Catechism teaches — Purity requires modesty, an integral part of temperance. Modesty protects the intimate center  
of the person. It means refusing to unveil what should remain hidden. It is ordered to chastity to whose sensitivity it bears 
witness. It guides how one looks at others and behaves toward them in conformity with the dignity of persons and their  
solidarity (2521).  
 

I should be conscious that how I appear before others is a sign of my respect for them. For example, I ought always refuse 
to use vulgar and impure speech not just because it makes me look bad, but rather because it puts an undue burden on those 
who hear me. I become a stumbling block for another rather than an example of discipleship. I am called to a higher  
standard. 
 

When I choose to look at impure pictures, listen to impure music, etc. I create memories about other children of God and  
set in my mind an unholy attitude about women/men. Thus lessening the dignity of all women and men even my loved 
ones. Custody of my eyes and ears protects not me but those who are dear to my heart. 
 

When I wear clothes that revel too much of my body I put an obstacle before others. Many bathing suits, sun dresses,  
tank-tops, shorts, and suggestive T-shirts incite unwanted glances, staring and even comments that detract from one’s God 
given dignity. If I were invited to a funeral or wedding and arrived wearing tennis shoes, running shorts and sweat shirt all 
would wonder why I didn’t care about the special occasion and they would be correct. My clothes make a statement and 
probably not what I truly think about the people or person of the special occasion. 
 

Our society has become far too coarse in language we decide to use as well. People can be quite immodest with words as 
well as actions and clothing. Common language about the body consists of slang thus lessening the dignity of the person 
and respect for the God given beauty in our flesh. By using slang and coarse language we call more attention to the body 
rather than live up its dignity.  
 

There is much room for greater modesty in our lives. I don’t think people get up in the morning and decide to be immodest. 
I believe many have become a bit more careless, inattentive, casual, and even a bit lazy. For the sake of our children and 
ourselves let us be more elegant and aware that we should never put a snare before others. We are better than that thanks  
be to God. 
 

  Pace – bene,   
 

 

An Easter message from our pastor... 
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