
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Our Church celebrates only two births with any  
solemnity, the Nativity of the Lord and that of John 
the Baptist. We celebrate on this day since it is six 
months before the birth of Jesus. He is the last of 
the Old Testament style prophets proclaiming the 
coming and (in his case) of the arrival of the one 
promised by God the Father. Pope Benedict wrote 
the following about the greatness of John: 
 

The desert regions are places of temptation  
but also where man acquires a sense of his  
own poverty, because once deprived of material 
support and security, he understands that  
the only steadfast reference point is God 
himself. John the Baptist, however, is not only  
a man of prayer, in permanent contact with God, 
but also a guide in this relationship. 
 

The Evangelist Luke, recalling the prayer that  
Jesus taught his disciples, the Our Father, notes 
that the request was formulated by the disciples 
in these words: Lord, teach us to pray, just as 
John taught his own disciples (cf. Lk 11:1)… 
 

Celebrating the martyrdom of Saint John the Baptist reminds us too, Christians of this time, that with love 
for Christ, for his words and for the Truth, we cannot stoop to compromises. The Truth is Truth; there are 
no compromises. Christian life demands, so to speak, the "martyrdom" of daily fidelity to the Gospel,  
the courage, that is, to let Christ grow within us and let him be the One who guides our thought and our  
actions. However, this can happen in our life only if we have a solid relationship with God. Prayer is not 
time wasted, it does not take away time from our activities, even apostolic activities, but exactly the opposite 
is true: only if we are able to have a faithful, constant, and trusting life of prayer will God himself give us 
the ability and strength to live happily and serenely, to surmount difficulties, and to witness courageously  
to him. 
 

Saint John the Baptist intercede for us, that we may be ever able to preserve the primacy of God in our life. 
 

Let us celebrate our own baptism this week. On that day we became a child of God by the removal of original  
sin and entry into the Church. Our adoption as a daughter or son of God was and continues to be a core part  
of our identity. Let us remember who we are and know that John the Baptist baptized Jesus. Even though Jesus 
did not need baptism he did it for our sake allowing John to usher him into prominence, in John’s own words,  
He [Jesus] must increase while I must decrease (John 3:30). 
 
 

 Pace – bene,  

 

 

 

A letter from our pastor... 


