
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Once again, we celebrate the birthday of our 
country. There will be fireworks, picnics,  
parades, patriotic songs, etc. Loving your country 
is a function of the virtue of patriotism. Yes, it is 
a virtue. Loving your country is a sign of maturity 
and gratitude for all that the country does for its 
citizens. 
 

In our case we receive schooling, highways,  
police protection, armed forces to repel enemies, 
courts to adjudicate legal matters, etc. They also 
supply (at times) us with hilarious politicians as 
they attempt to change their positions while 
claiming not to have done so. I think much of 
their hot air is the real cause of global warming. Be that as it may, thank the heavens we live in a country where such 
comments don’t land us in prison. 
 

We hold fast to a spirit of independence with a strong support of freedom of speech, assembly, etc. We currently see 
some erosion to the very first enumerated right in the Bill of Rights, the freedom of religion. Vigilance is required here 
that we do not allow small erosions to eat away at the base of this right until it collapses completely. Governments do 
not care what people do in church only what happens in the public square. We hear much these days about freedom of 
worship which is not the same as freedom of religion. BE ON GUARD! 
 

Despite our country’s flaws, I believe we live in a wonderful place. I can think of only one country I’d rather be in — 
God’s country after I die. On this earth I know of no other place. Some will disagree with me and I respect that. We 
will have to agree to disagree. Our country has done some grave wrongs and will most likely do wrong in the future. 
After all, it is made up of people like you and me, sinners who continue to sin, rather often I might add. On the other 
hand, every other country is in the same boat. 
 

We must do all in our power to help correct the wrongs, work for justice, ensure a just movement forward to a deeper 
respect for one another. We seem to be on a direction of coarser and coarser language that writes others off and stifles 
any true path to solutions. We are becoming further and further isolated from each other even though we think we’re 
much closer. Name calling. Shouting others down and at times violence is used to silence others. Our nation’s founders 
must be spinning in their graves that civil discourse has devolved so precipitously.  
 

This nation, like every one of her citizens, is not perfect, but it is a nation more generous than all others. We, thank 
God, respond to humanitarian natural disasters more generously than any other, even to our former enemies. This just 
one example, there are many more. And yes, we have made mistakes, but that does NOT mean the good was not real. 
 

Let us all be careful what news we watch these days. Whether on the right or left pundits are not always accurate with 
the facts. Watch out for biases because those who use them do not look objectively at the facts of the story. Listen for 
respectful language that you would use in front of your mother (not a bad standard). Listen with a very careful ear so 
that hyperbole is not the judge. 
 

Lets all of us take a deep breath and approach issues with an open mind. This wonderful country deserves our best. 
Have a great Fourth of July. 

 
 
 
 

 Pace – bene,  

 

 

 

A letter from our pastor... 


