
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

It is rather easy to determine if one is male or female. A simple genetic test can demonstrate whether a person is 
XX or XY, female or male. All the surgical and chemical applications we may use  will never change our genetic 
makeup. I believe the bigger question is, “What is masculinity and femininity?” Those are not as clear cut as the 
sex of a person. 
 

Robert Joyce in Human Sexual Ecology makes a stab at defining the difference between male and female when  
he writes, The way a man shares himself (physically, psychically and spiritually) must be different from the  
way a woman shares herself. … There are two complementary dimensions to any activity of sharing: giving  
and receiving. Thus I would define a man as a human being who both gives in a receiving way and receives in a 
giving way, but is so structured in his being that he is emphatically inclined toward giving in a receiving way.  
The nature of being a man is an emphasis on giving in a receiving way. A woman is a human being who both 
gives in a receiving way and receives in a giving way, but is so structured in her being that she is emphatically 
inclined towards receiving in a giving way. The nature of being a woman is an emphasis on receiving in a giving 
way [p. 67 – 68].  
 

There is a difference in how we express ourselves as male and female. Now I suppose that there is such a thing  
as toxic masculinity if we consider the worst examples of how some men act. I also suppose there is such a thing 
as feeble femininity if we consider the worst examples of how some women act. While true, that doesn’t get us 
anywhere. 
 

What it means to be masculine or feminine is quite difficult to define. The Church in her holy wisdom has not 
limited holiness for men and women to a certain kind of man or woman. Some of our men came from those  
who fought in battles and were ready to take up the sword to defend Jesus (remember Peter in the garden).  
Some were shepherds, teachers, poets, doctors, lawyers, rich and poor, bold, timid, etc. There is no one way  
for a man to behave to be a saint. We cannot pin down how masculinity is practiced in a saintly manner.  
 

Likewise, we do not have a set pattern for feminine holiness. Our Church has canonized the likes of St. Thérèse 
the Little Flower and Bernadette of Lourdes, as well as St. Joan of Arc who led the troops in battle, and Catherine 
the radical mystic, and St. Mary Ann Cope, O.F.M. who traveled half way around the world to work with the  
lepers along the side of St. Damian in Hawaii. They washed floors, brewed beer, settled international disputes, 
founded hospitals and universities. They gave their lives in witness to the faith passed on to them standing  
alongside their brothers.   
 

We make a serious mistake when we try to limit how women or men should act. There is a wideness for  
masculine or feminine behavior. This binary system for us human beings does not equate to a monolithic  
sameness of the masculine or famine, but rather a glorious tapestry of colors demonstrating a symphony of  
human behavior. Thanks be to God! In an orchestra section not all strings are violins, not all brass are trumpets 
and not all percussion are drums  [Aaron Copeland’s, Fanfare for the Common Man, is a very good example  
of drums and brass showing great diversity in the same family of brass instruments]. 
 

Some men are called to be dads and some women are called to be moms. However, no man can ever BE a mom, 
only a dad, and vice versa. On this level we are dealing with actual identity not actions or feelings. I cannot BE 
what I am not. I can act in a way that does not match my reality, but I cannot BE what I am not. A danger to 
claiming identity when it is not possible to be that identity is a failure to deal with real reality. A false reality will 
inevitably lead to a greater error.  
 

God has done great to us and for us — let us rejoice and be glad. 
  

 

 

  Pace- bene,  

 

A letter from our pastor... 


