
 

  

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Why does Satan hate us so much? Some would say it’s because he hates God so much - he hates what God created. Some 
would say that he hates us because we have bodies and he does not. The real reason Satan hates us is that he hates himself. 
His self-loathing is so deep and pervasive in him that there is no room for anything but hatred. 
 

Dante’s marvelous description of Satan is right on target. He envisions Satan encased in a lake of ice, gnawing on the heads 
of the three great traitors, Brutus, Cassius, and Judas, flapping his giant wings. If he would just stop the flapping of his 
wings the temperature would warm, and he could escape. Milton’s Paradise Lost has a more active Satan but still an angry 
and self-loathing one. He quotes Satan, “It is better to reign in hell than serve in heaven.” 
 

Satan’s rebellion led him to fall in love with sin. Like, Gollum/Sméagol from Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, no longer is  
Satan capable of dreaming of heroic action — no longer can he dream of someone to love or who will love him — no longer 
can he dream the impossible dream of glory. Now he dreams only of the practical, the boring, the dull, the safe, the ordinary 
and never the best. What a terribly awful way to live, how sad might I add.  
 

We priests see this phenomenon regular in the confessional after someone has ‘fallen in love,’ with a sin especially a sexual 
sin. There is a sincerity in their heart to stop but the sin does not stop. Various choices have cemented the sin in place and it 
has turned into a habit (even an addiction) that has gripped his or her way into their heart and now, just resolving to say, 
“No,” doesn’t seem to cut it anymore. So, what does one do? Know that Satan will never honor your desire to change and 
fall out of love with the sin. His entire existence is a continuous hatred of all human beings. He will not leave you alone.  
He will unceasingly attack you from all sides, when you least expect it, at your weakest points, etc.  
 

One must begin with a surrender to the knowledge that God loves you and there is nothing you can do to stop him from  
loving you. There is no sin in this life that is so onerous that God either will not or cannot forgive. You are his son or  
daughter and he loves you and is in love with you. I realize this sounds rather easy, but a great personal ‘leap’ is needed — 
one MUST surrender their pride and take on a spirit of deep [radical] humility if true healing is desired. 
 

We must strip away our pride and admit that we have fallen in love with sin and have lost control over the vice. We may  
say that we can do this on our own, but we know better. If that were true, we would have conquered it long ago. Fooling 
oneself is a common pastime for humans. Deep inside, however, we know better. Willpower without a lot of help just 
doesn’t get the job done. One must never, never, never, never give in to complacency nor mediocrity. 
 

Another difficult step is getting over the shame and finding a spiritual director, possibly a professional counselor, perhaps  
teaming up with a group striving to conquer the sin. It can be embarrassing to step into this path. But know you are not  
alone and others are striving to live with sobriety from the sinfulness can be the cool wind on a hot day that refreshes the 
effort to continue on the path of wholesomeness.  
 

Attraction/addiction to a sin is not impossible to conquer. It can be difficult but not impossible if one is willing to take up  
the challenge of love. Love’s challenge is extremely demanding and is fueled by a great flame of Love’s Will —  
1st challenge is to burn away the comfort and reliance the habit of sin has built; 2nd challenge is to let Love’s Will burn in  
our heart with the purifying grace of God’s love; the 3rd and final challenge is let the power of love forge a new way  
of reacting to the temptation of sin.  
 

None of these challenges are without pain. The good news is that this pain will go away when we make God and his  
beauty the most important goal of our choices. Pray every day for an increase of fortitude’s determination to resist sin.  
Pray every day to surrender to Love’s purifying fire that the light of truth will help you to see what is truly holy, good,  
pure, honest, life-giving, and integral.  
 

Above all, know that it is more than possible because you are so important to God that he died for you so you could live 
with him forever 
 
 
 
 

  Pace – bene,  
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

A letter from our pastor... 


