
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

We have heard much this summer about misconduct by some Church officials including bishops and  
cardinals. What are we to make of it? Does this mean the Church is falling apart? Should one abandon the 
Church and find some other place to worship? No! The failure of churchmen does not negate the truth of  
the Church.  
 

How does it happen that a man ordained to serve could commit such egregious sins? Satan is out to destroy 
the Church and what better way than to bring down those set apart for service. It is a terrible hurt upon the 
Church and no one can make that hurt go away. Let us remember that even Jesus had a traitor in his midst, 
Judas. We should not be surprised that some fall very short of the goal. 
 

There is a just anger that arises from these situations. Anger itself is not a sin. We should be angry when 
there is injustice, betrayal, hurt, etc. for God does not desire unholiness. We should direct our just anger  
towards a just solution to the evil done. We should not allow our anger or hurt to sour our attitude to the  
entire Church. Everyone knows a family of loving and kind parents who have seen a child reject the  
wonderful upbringing given to them and turn to some sort of evil.  
 

While these failures are scandalous, God is still with his Church. He is still forgiving sins, anointing the sick, 
changing bread and wine into the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus in the sacrament of the Eucharist. 
We must not allow the Evil One to lure us away from the Church or the sacraments. We must not allow him 
to sour us and lead us into an unhealthy anger and/or despair. 
 

Satan does not always tempt us to get drunk, be unfaithful to a spouse, strike another in anger, and other  
outward focused sins. He is content to fill us with despairing thoughts, fear-filled ideas, universalizing the  
culprits, et al. Satan does NOT possess someone in these cases — he most often speaks to individuals in  
whispers, quiet urgings, small distortions, etc. Satan is ugly and does not show himself as he really is  
because we would be repulsed. Sin is never pretty except as an illusion. 
 

Let us begin to pray daily that our Church will weather this situation and emerge holier and stronger to  
witness to Jesus more fully. I invite you to adopt St. Peter Damian as a patron saint for this battle against  
the evil one. Born in 1007, St Peter Damian experienced a difficult childhood and finally entered religious  
life where he was recognized for his holiness and desire to reform the laxity of so many in the Church.  
He wrote, The Book of Gomorrah that caused a great stir for its frankness and boldly called for change.  
 

He lived in a time not unlike ours that needed a clarion plan for renewal. Pope Benedict XVI wrote of  
St. Peter on his feast day, February 20, 2007: With his pen and his words he addressed all: he asked his  
brother hermits for the courage of a radical self-giving to the Lord which would as closely as possible  
resemble martyrdom; he demanded of the Pope, Bishops and ecclesiastics a high level of evangelical  
detachment from honours and privileges in carrying out their ecclesial functions; he reminded priests  
of the highest ideal of their mission that they were to exercise by cultivating purity of morals and true  
personal poverty. 
 

This is not the first time our Church has faced this crisis. Almost two thousand years ago Satan may have 
thought he won a victory over Jesus’ Church, but the power of God demonstrated the powers of hell will  
not prevail. God’s love is greater than any evil. God’s light will dispel the darkest of sin.  
 

I am asking everyone reading this to pray a rosary once a week for purity and honor in our Church. Our  
Mother Mary is an example of discipleship and great purity in her openness and obedience to God. We  
will do well to imitate her in these respects so we lessen opportunities for the Evil One to overcome our  
better judgment. Ask Mother Mary to intercede with her Son to inspire Church leadership to be bold, kind, 
faithful, and visionary in their administration of their dioceses. St. Peter Damian, pray for us and our leaders. 
   

 
 

 Pace – bene,  

 

A letter from our pastor... 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20070220_camaldolesi.html

