
PARISH CAMPAIGN UPDATE

St. Vincent de Paul is a 

vibrant parish that has 

served the faithful in 

Houston for more than 

 75 years. More than 4,000 

families strong, we strive 

to meet the spiritual and 

educational needs of our 

community while inviting 

others to share the good 

news of Jesus Christ. 

Listening to Our St. Vincent de Paul Family
Last summer, the parish engaged the Steier Group to conduct a planning study to 
determine support for a new Catholic Education Building. Through personal interviews 
and mail, online and in-pew surveys, 706 parish and school families responded. 
Eighty-two percent of the respondents indicated they would make a personal gift to 
the campaign. One hundred thirty-three respondents indicated they would serve in a 
leadership position and assist with the solicitation of gifts for the campaign.

Moving Forward
Based on the positive results of the planning study, the Steier Group recommended that 
the parish immediately move forward with a campaign and projected St. Vincent de 
Paul would raise $7 million – $9 million over a three-year pledge period by using the 
Steier Group’s recommended timeframe and approach.

Acting on that recommendation, the parish moved directly into the preparation phase 
of a campaign and revised the plans to fit within the projected fundraising goal. The 
parish and the Steier Group began recruiting leadership, conducting potential donor 
evaluation and creating materials. Unfortunately, after the fourth week of preparation, 
Hurricane Harvey hit and the campaign effort was paused.

Recovering Quickly
Although the church and school buildings suffered water damage, St. Vincent 
de Paul was not down for long.  Thanks to Monsignor, our parish community 
and the dedicated facilities group, recovery went very smoothly and swiftly. 
The parish and school staff was back at work within a couple of weeks and 
the students were in their temporary classrooms immediately following. 
Gratefully, life returned to normal for all involved by mid-fall.

During this hiatus in the campaign, the leadership of St. Vincent de Paul 
continued preparation with the  Steier Group.  The parish also addressed 
campus maintenance, construction documents for the chapel and drawings 
for the Catholic Education Building.

Resuming the Effort
In February, the Steier Group came back on board to manage the Building 
Bright Futures capital campaign. Recruitment of campaign leadership and 
creation of campaign materials are in the final stages. The plan is to 
conduct a major gifts campaign through the spring and summer 
and kick off with the public campaign in early fall.
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Completing the Chapel
Completing a smaller, daily Mass and sacramental chapel has been part of the parish’s 
vision since the tenure of Fr. John Weyer. Some of the funds from the last campaign in 2011 
were designated for a new chapel and $1.2 million was held in savings for this purpose.  In 
the spring of 2016, parishioners and friends of Jane Hébert reinvigorated this campaign to 
name it in Jane’s memory.
We are grateful for the parishioners as well as others from outside of the parish 
community who gave gifts to make this dream a reality. We are waiting for permits 
from the City of Houston before we can begin construction. Look for the groundbreaking 
in 2018 on the site of the former Rectory.

Supporting the Needs of the Catholic Community
The $10.8 million campaign total includes St. Vincent de Paul’s portion of the 
Archdiocesan IGNITE: Our Faith, Our Mission campaign. The IGNITE campaign 
seeks to raise $150 million to bolster faith formation and Catholic education 
endowments and to build a new dormitory at St. Mary’s seminary. Our parish has 
been assigned a target goal of $1.7 million to support the Archdiocesan effort based 
on 92% of the 2015 total in-church giving (regular offering + holy days).
St. Vincent de Paul is committed to supporting the needs of the larger Catholic 
community so in January of 2017 Monsignor Bill and the volunteer parish 
leadership made the decision to do a “combined campaign” to raise money for both 
a new Catholic Education Building and for the Archdiocesan IGNITE campaign.

WE ARE THANKFUL
Many in our parish community who preceded us made great sacrifices to provide us with the church and school we enjoy 
today.  It is time for us to show our appreciation and pay that sacrifice forward for our next generation.  We thank you for 
your input, your prayers and your consideration for this campaign to support Catholic education in our parish and beyond. 
We can join together in building bright futures and setting up our next generation for success. Look for additional 
information in the church bulletin and on the parish website as the campaign moves forward.

Constructing a New Catholic Education Building
A new two-story, state-of-the-art building will be constructed for parish day school and CCE students. The building will 
replace the 70-year-old Intermediate Building and part of the Primary Building. The 36,000 square-foot facility will feature:

•  17 classrooms including a new science lab and visual/media lab
•   Locker rooms and concession area
•  Dedicated storage for CCE programs in each classroom
•  Offices for the counseling, tutoring and athletics

•  An outdoor, second floor deck to be used for 
group activities and parish gatherings

•  Larger classrooms and hallways with flexible 
space and movable desks


