
 

 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Jesus taught us that the gates of hell will not prevail against the Church (cf. Mathew 16:18). The Church was instituted by 

Jesus and because of this divine origin she is holy. Even though the Church on earth is made up of sinners great and small, 

she, as the institution established by Jesus, is holy. 
 

Pope Pius XII wrote his encyclical Mystici Corporis in June of 1943 which was also  a time of great evil with the Body of 

Christ committing no small number of horrendous sins. In part he writes, “As the nerves extend from the head to all parts  

of the human body and give them power to feel and to move, in like manner our Savior communicates strength and power  

to His Church so that the things of God are understood more clearly and are more eagerly desired by the faithful. From Him 

streams into the body of the Church all the light with which those who believe are divinely illumined, and all the grace by 

which they are made holy as He is holy” (49). 
 

The church is holy not because its members are holy, but because Jesus is holy. There has never been a time when the  

members of the Church are totally holy. Each of us sin and fall short of the glory of God. Each of us needs the redemptive 

power of the sacraments especially Eucharist and Penance. The holiness of Jesus flows to everyone in the Body of Christ.  
 

The Holy Spirit led the Pope and Bishops during the Second Vatican Council to teach, As God did not create man for life in 

isolation, but for the formation of social unity, so also "…it has pleased God to make men holy and save them not merely as 

individuals, without bond or link between them, but by making them into a single people, a people which acknowledges Him 

in truth and serves Him in holiness." So from the beginning of salvation history He has chosen men not just as individuals 

but as members of a certain community. Revealing His mind to them, God called these chosen ones "His people" (Ex. 3:7-

12), and even made a covenant with them on Sinai” (Gaudium et Spes 32). God calls us into communion with one another, 

into the family of the Church.  
 

This coming Friday, September 14, we will come together  for  an evening of reparation for  the victims of abuse, for  

the perpetrators, and for a renewal of holiness in our Church family. I chose this date because it is the feast of the Exultation  

of the Cross. We must not run away from the evil, hurt, or anger but rather, go to the very source of love and hope. When we  

do this, we can stand strong with our family even when some of us fail.  
 

The Church is holy because God is holy. When we choose to abandon our faith, we act a bit like Adam and Eve who tried to 

hide from God. It didn’t work for Adam and Eve and it doesn’t work now. This is a time to pray seriously for an increase of 

the virtue of hope. Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness 

(CCC 12817), it keeps man from discouragement, sustains him in times of abandonment, opens the heart (CCC 1818). 
 

We are in the midst of a severe spiritual battle right now. Satan’s wicked smile shows up when people leave the Church  

[the loss of sacramental grace], refuse financial support [hinders support of needed ministries], nurse one’s anger [allow  

bitterness to take over, etc.]. He tempts us to coarseness, suspicion, and rejection of prayer for the renewal of personal  

holiness. The best way to defeat sin is to grow in holiness — more frequent use of the sacraments, regular prayer for one’s 

self & others, and greater generosity. Standing in the truth of Jesus we can face any evil. We have his word that Satan  

will not conquer the Church. Even though our Church is filled with sinners (cf. Lk. 5:32; Mark 2:16; 9:13; 1 Tim. 12-16),  

as society founded she is holy and has the means to holiness and salvation.  
 

Let us call our children to be holy through the virtues of purity, kindness, boldness, generosity, etc. They are capable of 

more than we often give credit. Let us stay close to him in the Eucharist and confession. These powerful encounters with 

Love will build up in us the most powerful defense against evil. Let us sinners stand in the holiness of Jesus’ Church so 

when we do so, we stand with Jesus. 
 

 

  Pace – bene,  

 

 

A letter from our pastor... 


