
 

 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

After months of intense planning and work, we have arrived at the official public kickoff of St. Vincent de Paul’s 

Building Bright Futures capital campaign. The Building Bright Futures campaign includes a new Catholic Education 

building and our parish share of the Archdiocesan capital campaign, Ignite: Our Faith, Our Mission.  
 

The Ignite campaign includes building a new dormitory at St. Mary’s Seminary here in Houston, helping to rebuild 

parishes and schools after Hurricane Harvey, and establishing endowments for our inner-city Catholic schools.  
 

This is an exciting time for our parish as we build a new Catholic Education building for the children of our parish.  

Our new architects have come up with an exciting plan that will replace our oldest classroom buildings and raise the 

elevation to prevent future flooding. This project will be the most significant transformation our school has seen in its 

75-year history.   
 

I am grateful to all the volunteers who have spent many hours in the major gift phase and built a strong foundation for 

a successful campaign. We are thrilled to be close to fifty percent of the way towards our goal. 
 

In the next week, you will receive a packet of information which includes a financial request and instructions on how 

you can invest in the future of our parish. I want to express a few thoughts regarding this campaign and what is being 

asked of our families: 
 

Invitation not expectation — Every family will be asked to consider a specific financial commitment to the 

campaign. We have gone through an exhaustive process to determine requests that are appropriate for each 

family. That said, in some cases our request may be too high. In other cases, it may be too low. Each request 

is an invitation and starting point for your personal discernment. 
 

Reflect and Prayer — I am asking every family to make a stretch gift spanning over the next three to four 

years. This enables one to invest in our parish over time to help build our parish and Archdiocese. Please 

remember that your pledge is not a binding legal contract but prayerful projection of your generosity.  

 Circumstances allow you to increase or decrease your pledge.  

In advance of the request I ask that you spend some time reflecting on St. Vincent de Paul, its future, and 

how your gift can help. Pray and ask the Lord for guidance. Give in a way that represents the blessings that 

you have received. 
 

Shared responsibility — This campaign should not be shouldered by one family or even a few families. It is 

the responsibility of our entire parish and school community to ensure this effort is a success. This will  

 require generosity and sacrifice — our prayers, talents, and treasures. 
 

I am 100% supportive of this campaign and dedicated to see it through to completion. Personally, this is the largest 

pledge I have ever made. It’s a stretch but worth every small sacrifice it requires. A good stretch is good for one’s 

health.  
 

Seventy-five years ago, parishioners came together to build our Catholic school as one of the first priorities of our 

young parish. With four temporary army barracks, four teaching Sisters, and 165 students, our parish school was born. 

We stand on the shoulders of many who have come before us. It is now our turn to do for others what has been done for 

us. If we all do our best, we will sail past our goals and provide a bright future for the children of our parish. 

 

 Pace – bene, 

 

A letter from our pastor... 


