
 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

How strong is your family prayer? Many, many of our families attend Mass together and that is 

good. Many, many of our families pray grace before meals and that also is good. Yet for many  

families, prayer time is limited to Mass and grace before meals. There is certainly nothing bad about 

this, but I think it falls a bit short of making our homes a true example of a domestic Church. 

The Second Vatican Council in Lumen Gentium (Light of the Nations) taught, “The family is, so to 

speak, the domestic church. In it parents should, by their word and example, be the first preachers of 

the faith to their children; they should encourage them in the vocation which is proper to each of 

them, fostering with special care vocation to a sacred state” (11). 
 

Bishop Robert Barron writes, “Both stories [Hannah – Mother of Samuel and Mary – Mother of  

Jesus] convey a truth that runs sharply counter to our sensibilities, namely, that even the most  

powerful familial emotions and sentiments must, in the end, give way to mission. Though they felt 

an enormous pull in the opposite direction, both Hannah and Mary let their sons go, allowing them 

to find their vocation in the temple, which is to say, in the space of God. Legitimate sentiment  

devolves into sentimentality precisely when it comes to supersede the call of God. Both narratives 

disclose that, on a Biblical reading, the family is, above all, the forum in which both parents and 

children are able to discern their missions. It is perfectly good, of course, if deep bonds and rich 

emotions are cultivated within the family, but those relationships and passions must cede to  

something that is more fundamental, more enduring, more spiritually focused.”  
 

This Biblical prioritization of values helps us to see, in fact, what typically goes wrong with families. 

When something other than the mission of the domestic church is dominant – a son or daughter's 

athletic achievement, a son or daughter's success at university, a child's emotional reliance on her 

parents, etc. –then a family’s relationships become strained. The paradox is this: precisely in the 

measure that when everyone in the family focuses on God's call for one another, are the times the 

family becomes more loving and peaceful. Saint John Paul II admirably also describes  what I've 

been driving at that the family is a  ecclesiola (a little church). At its best, he implies, the family  

is a place where God is worshipped and where the discernment of God's mission is of paramount 

importance. 
 

This is not always easy to achieve. Chesterton wrote: The institution of the family is to be  

commended for precisely the same reasons that the institution of the nation, or the institution of  

the city, are in this matter to be commended. It is a good thing for a man to live in a family for the 

same reason that it is a good thing for a man to be besieged in a city. … Of course, the family is a 

good institution because it is uncongenial. It is wholesome precisely because it contains so many 

divergencies and varieties. It is, as the sentimentalists say, like a little kingdom, and, like most other 

little kingdoms, is generally in a state of something resembling anarchy. It is exactly because our 

brother George is not interested in our religious difficulties, but is interested in the Trocadero  

Restaurant, that the family has some of the bracing qualities of the commonwealth. It is precisely 

because our uncle Henry does not approve of the theatrical ambitions of our sister Sarah that the 

family is like humanity. The men and women who, for good reasons and bad, revolt against the  

family, are, for good reasons and bad, simply revolting against mankind. Aunt Elizabeth is  

unreasonable, like mankind. Papa is excitable, like mankind. Our youngest brother is mischievous, 

like mankind. Grandpapa is stupid, like the world; he is old, like the world. 
 

Like our worldwide Catholic family our families can be and are ‘uncongenial.’ But that does NOT 

mean they cannot be holy families — praying together, calling forth holy behavior, putting God  

first in decision making, etc. are some of the elements that help us make moments of the  

uncongenial into moments of conquering our lack of kindness into acts of holiness. And when we  

do this in our homes we learn how to take it out to the world — the Domestic Church in action — 

the Mystical Body of Jesus in action — Satan doesn’t stand a chance. 
       

 Pace – bene, 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 
 

Msgr. Bill grew up in  

Manlius, New York. He has 

been ordained for forty 

eight years and has been 

pastor of St. Vincent de Paul 

for nine years and counting.  
 

 

"The paradox is 

this: precisely in 

the measure that 

when everyone 

in the family  

focuses on  

God's call for 

one another,  

are the times  

the family  

becomes more 

loving and 

peaceful."  

 

A letter from our pastor... 


