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"As a result 

of the  

actions  

of a few,  

we face  

a terrible 

crisis  

that cries 

out for a 

widespread 

response  

of saintly 

behavior."  

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Our first reading today is taken from that very beautiful statement, Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed 

you. Our Creator  Father is so infinitely wise that from the first moment of our existence a  

mission is appointed to us. We are not accidents with no specific purpose nor just a human  

being. We are so much more. 
 

Our Father God deems us important enough to give us a task not meant for another. Blessed 

John Henry Newman penned a beautiful payer about this appointment by God to our mission. 
 

God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some  

work to me which He has not committed to another. I have my mission. I may 

never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a 

chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for 

naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a 

preacher of truth in my own place, while not intending it if I do but keep His 

commandments. Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be 

thrown away. If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, 

my perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. 

He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take away my 

friends. He may throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, 

make my spirits sink, hide my future from me. Still, He knows what He is 

about. 
 

The best way for us to discover what this mission is to live a life of virtue — living uprightly  

in public and private times. The more we step out in truth and goodness, the more we deny  

ourselves the pleasures of sin, the more we will be open to receive God’s invitation to mission. 

Living our mission well helps to ensure that we will hear our heavenly Father tell us, “His  

master said to him, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small 

matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy.’ ” (Matt. 25:23). 

“Why doesn’t God make it very clear?” When I asked him this I did not get a clear answer.  

I believe God wants us to walk in faith and trust. He is our Abba; our Dad and he constantly 

calls us to walk in faith. Every parent has experienced a child getting older and withholding trust 

in mom or dad. In our faith life trust ought to grow as we age since we have seen the many 

blessings God has bestowed on us.  
 

Let us pray for deeper trust in Abba. 
 

 

Sexual abuse of children is a societal calamity on many, many fronts. Last year alone the  

Texas Education Agency reports over 400 accusations of sexual misconduct between adults and 

students. But let’s be clear: it is especially evil when those purporting to follow in the footsteps 

of the Apostles and represent Christ in our midst act in such a vile way against the children of 

God. 
 

As a result of the actions of a few, we face a terrible crisis that cries out for a widespread  

response of saintly behavior. The list of “credibly accused” clergy can be found on the  

Archdiocesan website see how most of the incidents were decades ago. The very public case 

of Cardinal McCarrick is troubling, and we must find ways to understand how this happened 

and how to help ensure a similar case will not be repeated.  
 

Also, be very careful of simple answers to a complex problem. There are some well-funded web 

sites that look only at the bad side of an issue. And take no interest in the response our Church 

has made especially in the United States. 
 

I believe that those who bring the allegations do so with a firm belief that the memories of  

incidents are accurate and are brought forth with sincerity. Also remember that one is  

innocent until proven guilty. We can fall into the trap of the sin of calumny or detraction by 

speaking without knowledge of all the facts. Reputations are very difficult to restore when  

allegations prove to be unfounded and sometimes the accused never recovers. 
 

 

  Pace – bene, 


