
 

 
A Letter from our Pastor... 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Much of this week’s column is taken from an article by Catholic News Agency, a reliable source for  
news about the Church today, (www.catholicnewsagency.com). There are several sites on the right  
and left that seem to have a bias and report the news about the Church with narrow filters. One can  
recognize them by absolute polemics, name calling, ad hominem attacks and often a lack of charity. CNA 
can be hard hitting and does not neglect to point out wrong doing; they do, however, make a serious effort 
to present a full account of the issues. 

 

On Dec 1, 2019 Pope Francis issued an apostolic letter on the meaning and importance of nativity 
scenes, calling for this “wonderful sign” to be more widely displayed in family homes and public places 
throughout the world. 

 

“The enchanting image of the Christmas crèche, so dear to the Christian people, never ceases to  
arouse amazement and wonder. The depiction of Jesus’ birth is itself a simple and joyful proclamation 

of the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God,” Pope Francis wrote in Admirabile signum, meaning  
“A wonderful sign” in Latin.  
 

“With this letter, I wish to encourage the beautiful family tradition of preparing the nativity scene in  
the days before Christmas, but also the custom of setting it up in the workplace, in schools, hospitals, 

prisons and town squares,” he said. 
 

“In front of the crib we discover how important it is for our life, so often frenetic,  
to find moments of silence and prayer. The silence to behold the beauty of the  
face of the baby Jesus, the Son of God, born in a lowly stable.”   

“In a particular way, from the time of its Franciscan origins, the nativity scene has 
invited us to ‘feel’ and ‘touch’ the poverty that God’s Son took upon himself in the 
Incarnation. Implicitly, it summons us to follow him along the path of humility,  
poverty and self-denial that leads from the manger of Bethlehem to the cross,” 
Pope Francis wrote. 
 

The pope also gave his approval for children and adults who love to add to the  
nativity scene other figures that have no apparent connection with the Gospel  
accounts, as is a common practice in Italy and parts of Latin America.  

 

“From the shepherd to the blacksmith, from the baker to the musicians, from the 
women carrying jugs of water to the children at play: all this speaks of the everyday holiness, the joy of  
doing ordinary things in an extraordinary way, born whenever Jesus shares his divine life with us,” he said. 
If you desire to read the entire letter go to www.vatican.va choose English and the Apostolic Letters.  

 

This is a beautiful time to emphasize the presence of the crèche in your home. In these last few days 
take a few minutes and pray a decade or two of the rosary zeroing in on the joyful mysteries.  

  
*************************  

 

Our Building Bright Futures campaign end of the year appeal only has a few days left. If you have  
not yet had the opportunity to make your pledge now is the time. On a technical level please take note  
that any gift to be considered for 2019 tax purposes must be dated no later than 31 December 2019 and  
be received by 12 January 2020.  

 

I am asking every family to make a pledge to be completed over the next three years so our campaign 
will be a success. Our new educational building will help us form over 1,100 children a week to become  
disciples of Christ. We have over 3,000 families who have not had the opportunity to make a pledge to the 
campaign that aids not just our parish but the archdiocese as well. You may designate your pledge to be 
used for either Ignite or BBF campaign, just list your preference on the pledge card. 

 

We have all been asked many times to support a campaign. I think this is my 9th or 10th in the last 49 
years as a priest. My pledge to this campaign is the largest I’ve ever made thanks be to God and a healthy 
stock market. Join me and hundreds more who have made a pledge to brighten the future for our children, 
our parish, and our archdiocese. 

  
Pace – bene,  


