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"Do we seriously 

believe we can 

have a world of  

peace as long  

as we make  

war on the  

unborn whether 

through direct 

active abortions 

or those aborted 

due to artificial 

contraception?"  

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

 I was reading the news over the past few weeks and it can seem as if the world is  

going to hell in a handbasket. The recent news reports regarding late term abortions, even  

to allowing birth and then decide what to do, are frightening.  
 

 Abortion is a scourge on society that leads to a hardening of hearts and distorts our 

ability to recognize the profound dignity of the human person. At our conception we receive  

an immortal soul designed for our body that confers this dignity as a child of God made in  

his image and likeness. It is a dignity given by God and ought to be honored from that very 

moment. We all know what is going on when a woman is pregnant, a child is growing and  

will in a rather short time enter into the world for all to see. We all know that the camouflage  

of talking about a fetus non-person does not change the truth. The bottom line, and this is  

difficult to write, when we allow abortion, we allow the destruction of one’s own child.  
 

 Abortion has existed for centuries as noted in the Hippocratic Oath first formulated 

about 275 years before Christ which states in part, I will not give a lethal drug to anyone if  

I am asked, nor will I advise such a plan; and similarly, I will not give a woman a pessary  

to cause an abortion — how far we have progressed (?). Human history is filled with violence 

against children. In ancient Rome an unwanted child was left outside to die. Jumping ahead 

2000 years some today would rather destroy the child than to place the child for adoption.  

That doesn’t make sense, but it happens more often than we think. 
 

 I believe our country made a major shift towards the destruction of children in the  

early 1960’s when artificial birth control became readily available and we decided to  

separate conception and intimate sexual union. St. Pope Paul VI was quite prescience in  

his encyclical when he wrote on some of the consequences of artificial birth control —  

a much wider road for marital infidelity, loss of respect for the woman, considering her  

to be a source of selfish pleasure, misuse by governments (Humanae Vitae 17). 
 

 In our own country the highest court of the land has, perhaps unwittingly, with  

decisions beginning with Griswold v. Connecticut, Rove v. Wade, and Casey v. Planned  

Parthood, paved the way for people to put the experience first and the person second.  

As Christians we are taught by Jesus to put the other first not yourself. More and more we  

focus on my personal rights even to the rejection of another be it child, spouse, family, etc. 
 

 Each moment stands alone. Do we seriously 

believe we can have a world of peace as long as  

we make war on the unborn whether through direct  

active abortions or those aborted due to artificial  

contraception? The focus on self adds up and takes  

its toll. When a society says it values children but,  

not this particular child, it walks the path of its own  

destruction. It is a strange culture that is willing to abort 

a child rather than place the child for adoption.  
 

 On the twentieth anniversary of Humanae V itae, Pope St. John Paul II wrote —  

For sexuality is not just a biological reality but concerns the innermost being to the human 

person as such. It allows spouses to express in a specific way that interpersonal love that  

binds them together in a permanent, faithful and exclusive covenant and that leads then to 

parenthood. … Each child, however, is a new revelation of God’s and of the fidelity of the 

spouses. Each child is also a test of our respect for the mystery of life, upon which, from the 

very first moment of conception, the Creator places the imprint of his image and likeness  

(from an address to American bishops 1998). 
 

 Our Church’s teaching on human sexuality and life is not always the easiest. It calls 

forth from our hearts a deep respect for the other and places the person before the experience.  

The call to purity is not eliminated because some have not lived up the truth, but the truth must 

be proclaimed.  
 

 

 Pace – bene, 


