
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 

- Pastor -  
 

Msgr. Bill is from a  

family of four children. 

He is the second child  

in his family.  
 

 

"Every  

Mass is  

a miracle  

of God’s 

grace that 

makes us 

present  

to the  

crucifixion 

of Jesus  

and his  

resurrection 

from the 

dead."  

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

 A couple of weeks go someone asked me if I would put something in the bulletin 

about the relics in the altar. It’s been several years since we put the relics underneath the table 

of the altar, so here goes. 
 

 Honoring relics has been a part of our history. The Bible tells us, And so Elisha died 

and was buried. At that time of year, bands of Moabites used to raid the land. Once some  

people were burying a man, when suddenly they saw such a raiding band. So they cast the  

man into the grave of Elisha, and everyone went off. But when the man came in contact with 

the bones of Elisha, he came back to life and got to his feet. (2 Kings 13:20-21).  
 

 In the New Testament we read of people touching the cloak of Jesus, Peter’s shadow, 

Paul’s face cloth or apron became instruments  

of healing. St. John writes in the Book of  

Revelation, When he broke open the fifth seal,  

I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who 

had been slaughtered because of the witness they 

bore to the word of God (Rev. 6:9).  

 The relics, beginning with the small  

reliquaries, contains pieces of the the bones of 

Linus [pope and martyr], Callistus [pope and 

martyr], Jean de Brébeuf [priest and martyr], 

Aldalbert [bishop], Philomena [virgin martyr], 

Vincent de Paul [priest], and in the large reliquary, Thomas Becket [bishop martyr] and Maria 

Goretti [virgin martyr].  
 

 The small plaque references two passages; Revelation 6:9 [see above] and Catechism 

of the Catholic Church 1138-39 — Recapitulated in Christ, "these are the ones who take part 

in the service of the praise of God and the fulfillment of his plan: the heavenly powers, all  

creation (the four living beings), the servants of the Old and New Covenants (the twenty-four 

elders), the new People of God (the one hundred and forty-four thousand), especially the  

martyrs "slain for the word of God," and the all-holy Mother of God (the Woman), the Bride  

of the Lamb, and finally "a great multitude which no one could number, from every nation, 

from all tribes, and peoples and tongues." It is in this eternal liturgy that the Spirit and the 

Church enable us to participate whenever we celebrate the mystery of salvation in the  

sacraments. 
 

 Every Mass is joined with the great cloud of witnesses (Heb 12:1) celebrating the 

heavenly liturgy in the fullness of the beatific vision. Every Mass is a miracle of God’s grace 

that makes us present to the crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrection from the dead. We  

become present to the Last Supper when Jesus gave us the mandate to do the same.  
 

 We are never alone in this life — all those in heaven pray for us, our Guardian Angels 

bring messages from God, the Triune God, continuously shower us with love. No matter how 

minimally you or I might be reaching out to LOVE, LOVE is always reaching out to us. The 

only place we will be truly alone is hell. In hell there is no hope, no friendship, no one would 

die for me, no one to ever look at me, or give even a sip of water. That state of life will be the 

loneliest of all, it will be hell forever. 
 

 The lives of the saints serve as an inspiration for all of us to put God first in all  

matters. Let us follow their wisdom which will help lead us safely into the arms of our loving  

Father.  
 

 

 

 Pace – Bene, 


