
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 

- Pastor -  
 

Msgr. Bill is from a  

family of four children. 

He is the second child  

in his family.  
 

 

 

"I wonder 

what Lent 

must have 

been for 

Mary.  

It could not 

have been 

easy to relive 

the tragic 

events her 

Son endured 

because  

we have 

sinned."  

Dear Parishioners: 

 We are approaching the season of many confessions. As you are preparing for 

these encounters with Jesus I encourage you to use the age appropriate examination of 

conscience located in the rack by our confessionals (you can also access them online at 

www.svdp-houston.org/confession-information). They are a very useful tool to gather your 

thoughts and make your confession a deeper experience.  

 Please note: If you decided to give up desert for Lent, or smoking, or gossiping, 

etc., IT IS NOT A SIN IF YOU “BROKE” THAT DISCIPLINE. I REPEAT, IT IS 

NOT A SIN IF YOU DID NOT MAINTAIN YOUR LENTEN DISCIPLINE.  

 A promise to take on an added behavior for Lent does NOT bind us under the 

penalty of sin. Is it a good thing not to follow your Lenten discipline? NO, but it is not 

a sin. Just because you may feel bad does NOT mean you have sinned. Sin is a choice 

to violate God’s law of goodness and love. We can sin on the positive side [acting 

against goodness] or the negative side [not doing what I should do]. I hope this helps 

to clear up these common misunderstandings.  

 A thoughtful use of the examination of conscience helps to facilitate the  

confession. A priest friend once told his parishioners, “Tell me your sins, NOT your 

stories.” The much larger numbers of people receiving the Sacrament at this time of 

year reminds us to be judicious about the time we use. A well-prepared confession 

helps to ensure the ability of the priests to hear more confessions. Please help us, help 

you. 
**************************************************** 

 I wonder what Lent must have been for Mary.  

It could not have been easy to relive the tragic events 

her Son endured because we have sinned. The light that 

shone on her at the Annunciation intensified the anguish 

of those tragic but holy events her Son endured.  

 I wonder what questions she pondered those first 

few years after Jesus’ passion and death. I believe her 

tenderness and care for the disciples of her Son must 

have been a consolation as she witnessed the growth  

of our Church. At the same time, the growing number  

of those martyred disciples must have caused a great 

sadness. No mother desires the death of her children  

no matter how noble. 

 In this latter part of Lent, we might consider  

taking up the prayer of the rosary. When we meditate  

on the “mysteries,” of the life of Christ we open our 

hearts to receive the mercy and love of God.  

 These events of Jesus’s life are historical events with a message for life today. 

They are more than just historical accounts they are a map that make the road of life 

clearer. Jesus’s life is meant for you and me to follow even in these modern times. His 

light is a lamp that will help open the eyes of our souls to truth. 

 I believe that Mary grew in wisdom and grace as she pondered these many 

events of her Son’s life. We too can grow in wisdom when we direct our decisions to 

become subject to the grace of God. Mary showed us that humble obedience to Love’s 

holy will leads to a life of accompanying God. He is always near to us even when it 

feels as if he is distant. Let us follow Mary’s example. 

 May this Lent bring you closer to Love. 
 

 

 Pace – bene, 

https://www.svdp-houston.org/confession-information

