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"We can find  

ourselves  

so wrapped 

up in  

our own  

shortcomings 

that we  

can’t  

see a way  

out of the  

morass. " 

Dear Parishioners: 

 Several years ago, Scott Peck’s book I’m OK, You’re OK, became a best seller.  

A priest delivered a homily using this theme from the book. After his homily he asked a  

visiting priest waiting in the sacristy what he thought of his homily. The visiting priest replied,  

“I couldn’t help imaging Jesus hanging on the cross looking down and saying to his mother 

and to St. John: “If I’m OK and you’re OK, what am I doing up here.” 

 When truth is told, we all know that the person we see in the mirror is not perfect.  

In fact, that person we see does not always tell the truth, holds grudges, can be spiteful, a bit 

greedy, jealous, arrogant, etc., etc., etc. None of us are completely without sin and even  

persistent sin. We cling to old habits that lead us away from God.  

 In our second reading today St. Paul teaches, Just one thing: forgetting what lies  

behind but straining forward to what lies ahead, I continue my pursuit toward the goal, the 

prize of God’s upward calling in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:14). Paul had some very serious 

sins in his background including the persecution of Christians and even murder. Paul writing  

to the Galatians teaches, But if you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now 

the works of the flesh are obvious: immorality, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery,  

hatreds, rivalry, jealousy, outbursts of fury, acts of selfishness, dissensions, factions, occasions 

of envy, drinking bouts, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those 

who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

 In contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law (Gal. 5:19-21). 

 What might we learn from these teachings? For one, we should never give up on  

ourselves because God does not give up on us. He understands that we are not perfect, and  

we have to change from the inside out. Here below to live is to change, and to be perfect is to 

have changed often (Blessed John Henry Newman). We never get there until we get there — 

the fullness of heaven, beholding the very face of God. 

 An old German saying, “To change and to improve are two different things,” reminds 

us that change for the sake of change is not good. We change towards improvement, greater 

love and charity. We might pass through trials [even severe] that will make the journey seem 

insurmountable. St. John Paul II wrote, The fact that we have had a stormy past should not 

frighten us. Storms that were bad in the past become good in the present if they encourage us 

to reform and to change; they become jewels if they are given to God. 

  It can be difficult to surrender these storms to God. We can find ourselves so wrapped 

up in our own shortcomings that we can’t see a way out of the morass. We may fall into a trap 

of over focusing on an anomaly in our life and expand it out to an underserved rank with far 

too much power. Our Lenten observances direct us to change and trust more in God’s light.  

If we have become accustomed to the dark the bright light of morning can sting our eyes a bit. 

If we have grown comfortable with untruth or sin, God’s law of love can seem harsh. 

 In both situations light and love provide the greatest step towards freedom and joy.  

No lie, no sin, no storm will ever be a path to true life. God will never make us change nor 

force us to walk the path of light, we must choose that on our own. LOVE will give all the 

grace we need to do this. Love will forgive when we step off the path. Love will stoop down 

and stretch out his hand.  

 BUT we must step out in faith and trust in LOVE’s love by changing, by getting  

back up, by surrendering our egoistic choices and in humility, striking our breasts with  

mea culpas and begging for forgiveness, tell him I am ready to change, to walk more closely 

in the footsteps of his Son.  

 Here below to live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed often (Newman). 

 

  Pace – bene,  


