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"Holy Week  

culminates  

with the 

greatest  

and highest

- ranking  

liturgical 

celebration, 

the Easter 

Vigil." 

Dear Parishioners: 

 Here we are already celebrating Palm Sunday. It seems that time moves entirely too fast.  

We bring our body, mind, and soul to the very holy events of the last days of our Lord and Savior, Jesus, 

the holiest week of the year. Jesus knew he was walking into the belly of the beast. His whole life’s  

purpose led him to these climactic events of generosity, profound sorrow, and triumphant victory. 

 Today we celebrate Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem. To the crowds,  

it looked joyous even triumphant. They did not see the scowls of some leaders 

who were threatened and thus fearful of Jesus. This moment, however, most 

likely gave Jesus a spiritual lift even though the fickleness of human nature 

belies deeper desires. We should not take human praise too seriously for either  

I may fall from grace by my own failures or people change their minds. 

 On Thursday we celebrate my favorite liturgy of the year when we 

commemorate the institution of the sacraments of Holy Orders and the Holy 

Eucharist. This beautiful Mass brings to our hearts the generosity of Jesus who 

makes it possible for you and me to receive him into our very own body.  

He gives his Church the mandate to this in memory of him. We reenact the 

washing of feet and accompany Jesus on his walk to Gethsemane as he prays  

so deeply that he sweats blood. 

 We come to Good Friday where we hear the saddest words in  

Scripture when Jesus says to his closet disciples, So you could not keep watch 

with me for one hour? (Mt. 26:40).  

 St. Peter Chrysologus writes, But it is by dying that your shepherd 

proves his love for you. When danger threatens the sheep and he sees himself 

unable to protect them, he chooses to die rather than see calamity overtake his 

flock. What am I saying? Could life himself die unless he chose to? Could  

anyone take life from its author against his will? He himself declared, I have 

power to lay down my life, and I have power to take it again, No one takes it 

from me. (John 10:18). To die, therefore, was his own choice; immortal though 

he was, he allowed himself to be put to death.  

 How much more could one be loved than to have God die for you? Holy Week culminates  

with the greatest and highest-ranking liturgical celebration, the Easter Vigil. It is rich with the lighting  

of new fire and lighting of the paschal candle, multiple Scripture readings, reception of candidates  

and catechumens into the Church through Baptism and Confirmation, and the return of alleluias to  

our music, et al.  

 These are all wonderful celebrations of our Catholic family. These are the celebrations that  

take us back to the profoundly moving events that led to the very foundation of the Church.  

 I realize these liturgies are longer than regular Masses and that’s OK. Once a year we take this 

extra time to help us experience a touch of grace. Every holy Mass affords you and me this opportunity, 

but these days do so in what I call a deeper romantic manner — many have a deeper identification with 

Jesus on these days. May it be that for you as well, a deeper experience of God’s love and grace this 

Holy Week. 

  Pace, bene, 


