
 

FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
Solemn Celebration Sunday, April 28 | 2:15PM  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament / Praise and Adoration 
Homily and Reflection on the Mystery of Divine Mercy  

Veneration of the Divine Mercy Image/ Prayer of the Divine Mercy Chaplet  
Benediction at 3:00 PM the Hour of Mercy 

Dear Parishioners: 

  Our readings today point to the magnificence of God’s mercy. The reading from Acts recounts the miraculous deeds of God  

working through Jesus’ disciples. We hear of the excitement the early Church carried into the city. Their fervent response brought 

many to the faith and fellowship in God’s gathered assembly. God promised to be with them, and the great deeds being worked 

demonstrated that LOVE is present. 

  From the Book of Revelation, we begin to hear a series of readings that unveils (the meaning of Apocalypse) the battle between 

LOVE and the Evil One. LOVE’s mercy extends for all time as the safety net against Satan. Satan will not conquer God’s people  

no matter how immense his power is. God is greater than any evil and will vanquish the very power of hell. His merciful consolation 

leads us to virtuous living in the knowledge that in the end, LOVE conquers all. 

  Our Gospel communicates the heart of LOVE’s profound love for human beings. Jesus confers the power to forgive our sins to the 

Church. He breathed on them (Gn. 2:7, where God breathed on the first man and gave him life; just as Adam’s life came from God, 

so now the disciples’ new spiritual life comes from Jesus. Cf. also the revivification of the dry bones in Ez. 37. This is the author’s 

version of Pentecost. Cf. also the note on Jn. 19:30). The breath of God cools in the heat and warms in the cold.  

  St. Josemaría Escriva writes about this great gift of mercy — For none of you will Christ be a judge in the harsh sense of the word, 

He will simply be Jesus. To speak badly of others is to create an infection that poisons and undermines the apostolate. It runs  

counter to charity, means a useless expenditure of strength, and brings about the destruction of interior peace and loss of union  

with God.  

  When you or I go to Confession, God not only forgives, he also is restoring the sinner to a state of grace and wholeness. (Read the 

book of Hosea and the conversion of Gomer). God speaks to our heart and gives back what we have given away. St. Frances de Sales 

teaches, Since the goodness of God is so great that one single moment suffices to obtain and receive his grace, what assurance can 

we have that a man who was a sinner yesterday is so today? St. Ambrose wrote, Mercy is a good thing, for it makes men perfect,  

in that it imitates the perfect Father. Nothing graces the Christian soul so much as mercy.  

  Let us unlock any of the doors we maintain around our minds, hearts, and souls that prevent the healing of wounds and persistent 

sins we continue to harbor, and let us welcome in the mercy of God. His mercy is meant to free us! To dare to call LOVE, Father, 

and even DAD. Jesus taught us to say, Abba, which is more akin to our word, dad. He desires that we grow our relationship in a  

spirit of affection and trust.  

  The collect (the prayer after the Gloria which the priest begins by chanting, “Let us pray…”) of today’s Mass asks of God that we 

grasp and rightly understand in what font we have been washed, by whose Spirit we been reborn, by whose Blood we have been  

redeemed. What wondrous mercy surrounds you and me. We can take St. Teresa of Avila ’s words to heart when she says, Let nothing 

disturb you, Let nothing frighten you, All things are passing away: God never changes. Patience obtains all things. Whoever has 

God lacks nothing; God alone suffices. 

  St. John Paul II calls mercy God’s most stupendous quality. On this Divine Mercy Sunday let us bask in that very mercy. May this 

Easter season bring you and your family closer to the experience of God’s mercy, and may his mercy spread from your heart to all 

those you meet. 

 Pace – Bene, 


