
 

Dear Parishioners: 

   It is the time of year when we see young boys in suits and young girls in white dresses as 

we celebrate First Communions. At last count we will have 160 parishioners receive Jesus 

for the first time, and we will all benefit from this. 

   Every time one person in the Church grows in holiness we all grow in holiness.  

Nevertheless, the converse is true as well. The sin of one affects the entire Church by  

bringing more evil into the family. These effects are incremental and can add up to familial 

and societal downfall. 

   This week and next let us rejoice for our many children and adults who are now one with us at the altar. Let us witness 

together to a world that desperately needs the message of Jesus, the Lord of Life. 
 

 

  How do we move forward in the spiritual life during this Easter season? St. Augustine once said, It was pride that 

changed angels into devils; it is humility that makes men as angels.  

   Humility is the key to cultivating a fruitful spiritual life. Humility begins with the recognition of who I am. I am a  

son or daughter of God, male or female, made in his image and likeness. You and I were made by LOVE, in LOVE,  

and for LOVE — by GOD, in GOD, and for GOD.  

   There are serious consequences when we don’t believe the truth of who we are. First, we must be humble and  

recognize that not one of us has brought our self into being. It wasn’t just our physical bodies alone but also the  

unique creation of a soul to fit our bodies. We are a union of body and soul and God does not make the mistake  

of putting a soul made for a male body into a female body. God does not make mistakes. 

   Another serious consequence of being made by LOVE, in LOVE, and for LOVE is that we are not our own. We  

belong to our creator who is inviting [calling] you or me to Him. Our destiny is the fullness of heaven in the presence  

of the beatific beauty. This destiny is not automatic and assured for us to claim. There is a path that leads to the beauty, 

and there are many paths that lead away from the beauty; where the heat never lessens and the air conditioning never 

works. If this were not true, the crucifixion was a folly of monumental proportions. 

   Christ is our Teacher and Lord who in his humility was obedient to God our Father and invites you and me to follow 

him by living that same obedience to LOVE’s holy and prefect will. 
 

 

   This weekend we take a few minutes to ask parishioners to help the parish reach our 

goal for the Building Bright Futures Capital Campaign. This campaign is for the new  

educational building that will  help us to continue to educate our children in religious 

education and in our day school. Part of this campaign also includes our parish  

commitment to Ignite, Our Faith, Our Mission — the Archdiocesan campaign that  

includes capital improvements and endowments. 

   If you choose to make a pledge solely towards our new school building or to Ignite, please indicate that on the pledge 

card, and I will make sure your gift is channeled as you desire. Many of the capital projects at St. Mary Seminary have 

begun and in our parish we have engaged architects in the design of the new building. Let’s finish these campaigns 

strong and make it over the top! 
 

  Pace – bene, 

 


