
 

Dear Parishioners: 

  Back in 1964 Pope St. Paul VI instituted the fourth Sunday of EASTER as, Good Shepherd Sunday. The Fourth Sunday 

of Easter also marks the 56th  World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Parishes are especially encouraged to include prayers 

for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious life in the general intercessions on that day and the homily 

may focus on vocations. Pope Francis' message “The Church, Mother of Vocations” should be read and taken to heart. 

  Christ freely offered himself on the Cross and rose by virtue of his own divine power. Therefore, the allegory of the 

good shepherd has a strongly paschal character and for this reason the Church proposes it for our reflection during this 

Easter season.  

  “I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, as the Father 

knows me, and I know the Father” (Jn 10:14-15). From the mystery of God's  

eternal knowledge, from the intimacy of Trinitarian love spring the priesthood and 

the pastoral mission of Christ, who says: “I lay down my life for the sheep.  

And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they 

will heed my voice. So there shall be one flock, one shepherd” (Jn 10:15-16).  

  Christ’s pastoral mission is a universal mission, which is not limited to the sons 

and daughters of Israel, but, by virtue of his sacrifice on the Cross, embraces all 

men and all peoples. … You are called, like the Good Shepherd, to give  

your life by leading the Christian people to salvation. You must imitate Christ,  

becoming his courageous witnesses and tireless ministers of his Gospel (Pope St. 

John Paul II). 

  I invite all our young women and men to pray very seriously about what our  

Father of Love in heaven is asking of you.     He may be asking you to serve his 

kingdom as a husband / wife, father and mother. Matrimony is a call to live a  

sacramental vocation as a witness in real time to the community of persons who  

is God. What a privilege to be the very foundation of the sacramental life of the Church. 

  Others of you he may be inviting to serve his kingdom as a priest or religious sister or brother. These 

men and women are a sign in this world of what life in heaven will be like with God. Marriage does 

not exist in heaven and we do not turn into angels. Priests and religious are a sign of what is to come 

when we will, hopefully, stand before the face of God and live forever in joy. 

*************************  

  Thank you to all who made a commitment last week to our BUILDING BRIGHT FUTURES, capital campaign.  

We continue to work toward our goal and welcome your support. This is your opportunity to do for our future as others 

in the past have done for us. Many people I do not know sacrificed so we could have a church, parish hall, school, etc.  

Now it is our turn to do the same.  

  Your gift/pledge can be assigned to the Archdiocesan IGNITE capital campaign (new dormitory for St. Mary Seminary, 

major updating of AC that is over 50 years old, endowment funds for inner city school, et al.) All you have to do is  

indicate that on the pledge card.  

  You may also designate that your gift to be used solely for the new parish educational building. Please indicate that  

on the card and we will follow your instructions.  

  I try to win the lottery, but it’s not a good way to plan. It is through the loving sacrifices that our Catholic family  

provides not just for today, but for tomorrow. As you pray over your gift, ask for the grace of a generous heart that our 

future is bright, and we ignite the flames of God’s love. 
 

  Pace – bene, 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=11100

