
 

Dear Parishioners: 

  When God setup this universe, he created the best world for us as human beings made in his image and likeness. Could 

he have done this another way? Yes, but he did not. He chose to give us the best. Our first parents were given this world 

to care for, bring forth children, and enjoy the beauty of God’s creation. 

  Alas, they blew it. They were not satisfied with the status of being made in his image and likeness and decided to take 

it upon themselves to be greater than God. The original sin of deciding to be like God and make their own rules, while  

forgiven by God through Jesus’ death and resurrection, still plagues the human race.  

  God did not create the universe because he had to do such a thing. Out of a generous heart our Father in heaven chose  

to bring into being our universe with all its beauty. God blessed this universe with human beings made in his image and 

likeness. Original innocence (naked without shame cf. Genesis 2:25) turned to fear, embarrassment, shame when sin  

entered. Man and woman realized that they could use the other for their personal reasons and not always for the good of 

the other.  

  Science can tell us how we develop and grow, but it cannot reach into the inner self made by LOVE from which  

each person came into existence. No human being has ever brought himself or herself into existence. Each human  

being originates from a human and divine action working in consort which sets humanity apart from every other aspect 

of creation. 

  Fr. J. Brian Bransfield offers an aspect of this unique cooperation between divine LOVE and human love. It is not  

so much that we want to deny God’s existence, but that we want to deny our contingency, our dependence upon God.  

We want God to be there, but we want him to be measurable and predictable. Yet love, in its most rare vintage,  

is immeasurable. (The Human Person, according to John Paul II, p.64). 

  Since LOVE has been a part of each human being, there is within  

everyone a touch of grace which functions as a kind of homing beacon. 

We have all experienced a restlessness at time and wonder is this all 

there is. It is a natural moment instilled by God “You have made us  

for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you”  

— St. Augustine, Confessions. 

   What might this entail for us who are responsible for others, especially  

children. First, we must ALWAYS remember that he is the one who loves your 

children more than you. God loves your daughter or son with an infinite love 

and desires what is best for them. In addition, he knows better than anyone else what actually is better for a child.  

  We must always defer to God’s plan for children whether it be for matrimony, religious life or priesthood. God’s love 

for you, me, children is profound and utterly disinterested love. His only interest is the good of another never himself.  

Our “job” requires that we also strive to guide our children to grow in grace so that they will be virtuous and willing to 

seek God’s will for them. That is not always easy since you or I may have misgivings about a particular vocation or a 

prejudice for a particular one. I’m a doctor, teacher, police officer, lawyer, etc., and you should be that as well.  

  We owe it to our youth to help them be open to God’s plan which will bring them the greatest happiness. The more we 

can help them find their way to God the greater their opportunity to attain the fullness of the beatific vision and eternal 

happiness. 
 

  Pace – bene, 


