
 

Dear Parishioners: 
This must have been difficult for the Apostles — their friend, savior, miracle worker will no longer walk on 
the earth. They had not yet received the Holy Spirit and thus had not received those wonderful gifts of grace 
(wisdom, knowledge, understanding, counsel, piety, fear of the Lord, fortitude) that greatly aid our journey to 
the father’s beatific vison. 
 

The sin of Adam and Eve resulted in the closure of the gates of heaven. From that time, when human beings 
died, they waited for that day Jesus rose from the dead. They did not enjoy the fullness of the beatific face of 
our heavenly Father. They were not in anguish or without hope nor were they sad. It was a happiness but not  
the highest. 
 

St. Cyril of Alexandria writes, It was Christ who first prepared the way for our ascent there. By offering  
himself to God the father as the first of all who are dead and buried, he gave us a way of entry into heaven 
and was himself the first human being the inhabitants of heaven had ever seen. … And so our Lord Jesus 
Christ has opened for us a new and living way, as Paul says, not by entering a sanctuary made with hands,  
by entering heaven itself to appear before God on our behalf.  

 

For Christ has not ascended in order to make his own appearance 
before God the Father. He was, is, and ever will be in the Father 
and in the sight of him whom he receives his being, for he is his Fa-
ther’s unfailing joy. But now the Word, who had never before been 
clothed in human nature, has ascended as a man to show himself in 
a strange and  
unfamiliar fashion. … 
 

For since he became man it is as one of us that sits at the right hand 
of God the Father, even though he is above all creation and one in 
substance with his Father, having come forth from him as God from 
God and light from Light. 
 

Jesus is available for the entire human race to call on him who is 
with LOVE himself. We no longer look to a particular culture,  
country or language. He is available to every language, country and 
culture.  
 

The Catechism teaches, Being seated at the Father's right hand  
signifies the inauguration of the Messiah's kingdom, the fulfillment 
of the prophet Daniel's vision concerning the Son of man: "To him 
was given dominion and glory and kingdom, that all peoples,  
nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an ever-

lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed." After this 
event the apostles became witnesses of the "kingdom [that] will have no end" (664). 
 

Jesus is where we want to be. His Ascension frees us to approach his Sacred Heart that beats for us in the 
eternal beauty of the beatific vision. Some worry that his judgement will be harsh and we fear what his gaze 
will be. Remember that our judgement will not only include the evil we have done but also the good deeds we 
have performed. His judgement will be more merciful than anyone else. We need not fear. 
 

*************************  

Next Sunday we celebrate the powerful feast of Pentecost when the Holy Spirt descends on the disciples. In 
memory of the tongues of fire I encourage everyone to wear RED. We see this in many ways in our culture 
through public events. Let’s make next Sunday a Spirit Sunday in celebration of his fire of love by wearing 
red. All the priests will wear red for Mass. Join us. 
  Pace – bene, 


