
 

Dear Parishioners: 

   Our first reading today from the book of Wisdom teaches, Who can know God’s counsel, or who can  

conceive what the LORD intends?  For the deliberations of mortals are timid, and unsure are our plans.  

For the corruptible body burdens the soul and the earthen shelter weighs down the mind that has many concerns 

(Wis. 9: 13-16). As we grow in age the knowledge of the vicissitudes of life often hits hard. Things just don’t  

always turn out for the best. 

   Wisdom knows this bit of human experiential knowledge. We often get overly cautious especially with our  

financial life. For many it may feel as if we are on the verge of total collapse and that we’ll be on the streets by 

midnight. Then the sun comes up and we realize it’s not quite that bad. Satan uses moments like these to keep us  

weary of trusting God and his generosity toward us by tempting you and me to trust more in the things of earth. 

   One, if not the best, practice to conquer these temptations is to adopt the practice of tithing. To tithe is giving 

10% off the top of our money to God and his poor. It is probably not a sin if you do not tithe. I say probable  

because it could be a result of selfishness or greed. Some of us like to fudge a bit and say that giving of time is 

my tithe. Let us remember that time is time and money is money.  

   Our ideas about money can be quite out of focus. The LA Times reported that in one particular study  

respondents were asked; Would you rather earn $50,000 a year while other people make $25,000, or would you 

rather earn $100,000 a year while other people get $250,000? Assume for the moment that prices of goods and 

services will stay the same. Surprisingly -- stunningly, in fact -- research shows that the majority of people select 

the first option; they would rather make twice as much as others even if that meant earning half as much as they 

could otherwise have. How irrational is that? (Jan. 2008) 

   Perhaps this upside-down attitude arises from the fact that many are not at peace with money. We often say that 

money is not the most important, but what’s the best kept secret in the office —salaries. We learn not to ask how 

much you paid for this or that. We guard our financial affairs as if they are top secret. We sometimes allow fear 

to guide our choices. 

   So, what does tithing do for us? When God originally commanded his people to tithe, it was so that they would 

acknowledge him as the source of all the gifts in their lives. It was to be the recognition on their part that all they 

had was from him, that he is Lord, and that his law is the way to salvation. It is putting into practical action  

that all I have belongs to God and I am blessed by LOVE with grace to exercise true stewardship over material 

possessions.  

   When I first made the decision to tithe, I confess that I thought it was about money. I have come to know that 

the money part is the smallest aspect of the tithe; it is the vehicle used to attain a spiritual truth. Tithing has 

taught me the joy of trusting my finances to spiritual counsel, and how to be at peace with my money. 

   A very good book to read and study is, Why Enough Is Never Enough -- Overcoming Worries about Money — 

A Catholic Perspective, by Gregory S. Jeffery, published by Our Sunday Visitor. Each chapter includes a  

reflection activity to aid one in a prayerful consideration of an aspect  

of money and our personal attitudes. Our earthly possessions are not 

mere things meant for this part of the kingdom; rather blessed instru-

ments that when used properly aid us in growing in wisdom, age,  

and grace (cf. Luke 2:52). 

   Enough is never enough. Tithing is a fantastic way to set us free from 

financial anxiety, binge spending, fear of the future, and lead one to 

greater generosity and gratitude for the gifts we have. It has done this 

for me. I pray it will do the same for you. 
 

 Pace – bene, 

A Letter From Our Pastor…  


