
 

Dear Parishioners: 
 
 

     I imagine that a good 98% or more of those reading this are baptized, most Catholic. For most Catholics,  
it happened when we were infants and could not speak for ourselves. Our parents and sponsors (Godparents) 
spoke for us and solemnly promised to raise us in the practice of the faith.  

 
 

     NOTE for all Godparents (Sponsors) — We Catholics believe that those who serve as sponsor(s) have a  
very serious moral obligation to help the parents pass on the faith. In fact, your relationship with the child is  
on a higher rank than that of the parents.  
 
 

     I very strongly encourage to raise your godchild in our faith. Some ways to support her or his parents in 
this task include — pray for your godchild and let them know you are doing so [send a text, email, card, etc.] 
— send a present on the anniversary of the baptism [not birthday presents] — call them and see how their 
prayer life is progressing [obviously after they are old enough to talk] — let them know how your faith is  
growing and how it helps you deal with the twists and turns of life.   

 
 

     They may roll their eyes or even smirk but remember they do that with much of what adults say — say it 
anyway. Always remember that your job and your joy is to help them reach their highest purpose, life in the 
fullness of heaven. Let them see how your faith helps you experience joy and peace. 
 

 

     For all of us who are baptized the call to true  
discipleship is of paramount importance. The LORD 
God has made us adopted sons and daughters who 
he charges to be spokespersons to proclaim the truth 
and beauty of the kingdom of God. 
 
 

     We are baptized into the Church which includes 
those of us on earth, purgatory and the fullness of 
heaven in the beatific vision. We come from every 

race, color, language and customs of the human family. We are liberal, conservative, extroverts, introverts, 
likeable, not-so-likeable, etc. We often disagree how to go about matters, how to express our faith, go to far  
to the right or left, etc.  
 
 

     We are 19 to 86 years old and still developing our teachings to open up the beauty of God’s creative  
majesty. Like the Mississippi River that begins at Lake Itasca, where it is only 18 feet wide and knee deep,  
and develops into the mighty river that flows into the Gulf of Mexico, that which begins small can grow. Our 
Church began with just a few and over the centuries spread to the entire world and embraces over a billion 
persons here in earth.  
 
 

     We have survived persecutions, heresies, sinful leaders and more. In the days after Christmas we  
celebrated the murders of St. Stephen, St. Thomas Becket and the Holy Innocents. Who knew that faith in  
Jesus would bring such violence and fear? Who knew that spiritual writers as varied as Jerome, Augustine, 
Francis, Newmann, Aquinas, Thérèse, Teresa, Edith Stein, Pope John Paul, II and a myriad of others would  
gift our Church with a kaleidoscope rather than plain plate glass? 
 
 

     The faith in which we were baptized in is based on the eternal WORD who has revealed the love LOVE  
has for you and me. When our baptismal promises were first made, for most of us, it was our parents and  
Godparents who spoke for us. Now we speak them for ourselves every Easter. Now we stand as free persons 
accepting our status of being a daughter or son of God. 
 
 

     As we celebrate this feast of Jesus’ baptism, let us review how well we are living up to the promises made 
last spring — to reject Satan, his false teachings, his empty promises and promising to be faithful God and his 
Church. Let us serve him in joy, enthusiasm, and faithfulness. Let us be the faithful servants of Jesus who  
keep their word and live in honor. 
 
 

 Pace – bene, 
 

 
A Letter from our Pastor... 


