
 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

It was on 22 January 1973, that the Supreme Court of the United States decided that women had the right to 
procure abortions since the unborn human being was not a person. Untold millions of children have suffered 
death in this culture of death. No one can even estimate how many children were lost through the use of                 
artificial birth control that often works by preventing implantation in the womb. 
 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has championed the cause of standing for life. I                
encourage all to visit the web site www.USCCB.org and under the Issues and Action menu click on Human 
Life and Dignity, (you will also find several links to documents and action plans). In part it reads: For the 
Church, there is no distinction between defending human life and promoting the dignity of the human person. 

 

Pope Benedict XVI writes in Caritas in Veritate. . . that, "The Church 
forcefully maintains this link between life ethics and social ethics, fully 
aware that 'a society lacks solid foundations when, on the one hand, it 
asserts values such as the dignity of the person, justice and peace, but 
then, on the other hand, radically acts to the contrary by allowing or 
tolerating a variety of ways in which human life is devalued and                
violated, especially where it is weak or marginalized.' (no. 15). 
 

As a gift from God, every human life is sacred from conception to           
natural death. The life and dignity of every person must be respected 
and protected at every stage and in every condition. The right to life is 
the first and most fundamental principle of human rights that leads 
Catholics to actively work for a world of greater respect for human 
life and greater commitment to justice and peace. 

 
 

Many hold that a woman has an absolute right over 
her own body and thus abortion is OK because of that 
stance. God is the only person who has an absolute right 
over our bodies. Your body, my body are part of the        
image and likeness of LOVE who created us.  

 

Modern society is not a little schizophrenic in that so 
many lean towards a radical individualism and on the 
other hand want the government to take care of                
everything. Part of our very being is the communitarian 
element implanted by LOVE so we can fulfill a               
relationship of love with LOVE. 

 

John Donne’s elegant poem captures well the sentiment of communitarianism. We are not meant to be the 
rugged individualist, but rather a member of the whole. EVERY human being has received the spark of               
divinity at the very moment of conception that remains until the very last breath. 
 

Respect for life finds its origin in respect for God and his presence in every human being. You and I can 
speak for ourselves, but the unborn cannot speak for themselves, so you and I must stand up for them.  
There are many issues encompassed by our bishops in the action plan for respecting human life and dignity. 
Let us work diligently to preserve, protect and promote a deeper more consistent ethic of life. I have no doubt 
that if we do so, we will be on God’s side. 
 

Pace – bene, 

 
A Letter from our Pastor... 

No man is an island, 
Entire of itself, 
Every man is a piece of the continent, 
A part of the main.  
… 

Any man’s death diminishes me, 

Because I am involved in mankind, 

And therefore never send to know for 

whom the bell tolls; 

It tolls for thee. 
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