
 

Dear Parishioners: 

Our Church has been given a great grace by God to aid you and me on our journey to the great destiny that God has 

for us - glory and joy as we behold the very face of God. We will be filled with a happiness that will only grow forever 

and ever. Our deepest desire for tranquility and rest in our hearts will be fulfilled. “What eye has not seen, and ear has not 

heard, and what has not entered the human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him,” (1 Cor. 2:9). 

This grace is our Church’s ability, through the grace of God, to teach the truth without error when speaking about 

dogma and/or morals. It is a precious gift that helps you and me live with a confidence that we are on God’s side when it 

comes to eternal consequences. It is important that we not worry whether God is on our side, but that we are on God’s side 

— they are not the same. 

At the top of truths are those tracings revealed by God, defined by the solemn judgment of a pope or general Council 

exercising the infallible teaching authority of the Church. The Pope may make these statements without a Council’s      

approval by the power of the keys given to Peter and his successors (cf Mt 16:18-19). For example, Pope Pius IX         

proclamation of Mary’s Immaculate Conception in 1854, "We declare, pronounce and define that the doctrine which holds 

that the Blessed Virgin Mary, at the first instant of her conception, by a singular privilege and grace of the Omnipotent 

God, in virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of mankind, was preserved immaculate from all stain of original 

sin, has been revealed by God, and therefore should firmly and constantly be believed by all the faithful...."  

Not all papal statements are formulated exactly the same, but these statements are clear. At the Second Vatican  

Council we read, "His definitions of themselves, and not from consent of the Church, are rightly called unchangeable,    

for they are pronounced with the assistance of the Holy Spirit, an assistance promised him in blessed Peter” (Lumen   

Gentium, 25). 

Not everything a Pope says or writes rises to the level of dogmatic infallibility. For example, Pope St. Pius XII 

opened the door to the scientific exploration and acceptance to theories of evolution as long as we held for the specific 

creation of the soul. If one desired to hold that the world was created in six twenty-four hour days you may do so. If one 

desires to hold that, at least in some fashion, evolution is a reality in the history of humanity you may do so.  

We can be very confident that the teaching authority of our Church is trustworthy and can point us to the God who   

is Truth. We do not have to travel in the dark forest hoping to find the basic truths of existence and life.   

Please note that the writings of the saints are some tools we can use to clarify and go deeper into the truth, but they 

are not binding. The holiness of their lives gives them the authority of experience but not necessarily the authority of    

required belief. For example, no one is required to believe that Mary appeared to Bernadette even though the Church has 

approved the apparitions. We can learn from the writings of the saints, but the many “schools” of spirituality approach the 

Lord in different ways. Thank the good Lord that our Church has such variety and openness of prayer and practice in the 

Christian life. 

Also note that our Church’s dogmatic statements are stated in the language of the day and can be developed for  

greater clarity. We believe that the Holy Eucharist is the true and real presence of Jesus under the signs of bread and  

wine. We use the word transubstantiation to describe how that change occurs. The dogma is true presence,  and perhaps 

one day we’ll have a better word but until that time transubstantiation will fill the bill. 

Our Church is organic [growing] and will, like the mighty Mississippi River, continue to reveal more and deeper 

knowledge of eternal truth. Let us rejoice in this ever-growing truth and confidence in the Church founded by Jesus.    

God asks us to walk by the light of his truth and by his gift of the teaching authority of our Church, we can.  

 Pace – bene,  

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 


