
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

You may remember the story of the grandmother celebrating her golden wedding anniversary who told the secret   

of her long and happy marriage. “On my wedding day, I decided to make a list of my husband’s faults which, for the       

sake of the marriage, I would overlook.’ 

 

A guest asked the woman what some of the faults she had chosen to overlook were. The grandmother replied,       

“To tell you the truth, I never got around to making that list. But whenever my husband did something that made me  

hopping mad, I would say to myself, “Lucky for him that’s one of them!” 

 

       Forgiveness is a major element for the disciple of Jesus as we hear in today’s Gospel. I personally like the            

Revised Standard Catholic Version of this parable that says the servant owed the king 10,000 talents. This was an                                                                                  

        enormous amount — a talent was worth about           

              6,000 denarii and one denarii was the usual                

               pay  for one day of work so at this rate it would 

               take 16 years of labor to earn ONE talent. The             

              servant would have to work for 160,000 years      

              to pay the debt.  

 

                          This was obviously an impossible task                           

               which is the point. The King (God) took pity  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   on the servant and removed the debt — God is 

forgiving the debt we owe from our sins. God showers you and me with mercy, his most stupendous quality (cf. St. John 

Paul II, Dives in Misericordia).  

 

The second servant owed only 100 denarii to the one who was forgiven so much. How small was the heart of the 

first servant? 

 

Each of us is invited by God himself to a life of holiness. “Well, Msgr., If it’s just an invitation, I can turn it down.” 

That’s true, everyone has the free will to say, “No.” I do not recommend that path since the outcome could be quite    

heated for you. None of us walks the path of holiness perfectly and we can thank God for the sacrament of penance.     

By experiencing the forgiveness of my own sin leads us to find the strength to forgive others. 

 

Forgiving others can be very, very difficult because of the hurt that was caused by another’s sin. The scars can  

reach deeply into psyche and remain for a lifetime, if allowed. The longer we keep the anger and hurt from past           

offences against us the smaller our heart will be. Holding grudges and remembering another’s sin does us no good       

and God knows that — thus the call to forgiveness. 

 

The last line in today’s Gospel is chilling, So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives your 

brother from the heart, (Mt. 18:35). God knows what is difficult for us and that he himself was willing to show the path. 

His own Son became man and died because we sinned (cf. Jn. 3:16). He is not asking us to do anything he did not do. 

 

I think the grandmother had a great plan to overlook the weaknesses of her husband. It does us no good to hold    

onto the anger and disappointments. If your spouse leaves clothes on the floor, overlook them, but pick them up. He or 

she might have to wear dirty clothes, but they will live (this also works with the children). We can overlook these       

failures of others. 

 

Forgiveness allows us to be much freer in our minds and hearts. We lose nothing when we forgive. It does not      

mean what the person did was OK or that it didn’t matter or still hurt. It does mean that we will not hold another’s    

transgressions as a reason for our bad behavior.  

 

Forgiveness is good for us and that’s why God invites you and me to let go of the past and in this present age,     

forgive one another — it was the work of Jesus — let it be ours as well. 

 

 Pace – bene, 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 

 

 

The Church has water and tears, the water of baptism and 

the tears of repentance.                   St. Ambrose 


