
Dear Parishioners, 

After Satan, what is the greatest enemy to a marriage? — egoism, making the matter all about me. Egoism is the enemy 

of inner peace without which we will not have impetus to strive for peace with another. Venerable Fulton Sheen writes, 

Here is a psychological suggestion for acquiring peace of soul. Never brag; never talk about yourself; never rush to 

first seats at table or in a theater; never use people for your own advantage; never lord it over others as if you were 

better than they. 

Inner peace requires a healthy humbleness of persona — not thinking less of one’s self but thinking of one’s self less. 

As I often say, “The universe has existed for some 15-billon years and it survived without me and if I should die       

tonight, the sun will still rise tomorrow.  

Humility truly helps us be docile, teachable. We need this attribute to recognize — there is more I don’t I know than I 

do know; I’m not the greatest thing since sliced bread; there will always be someone smarter and better looking; etc. 

The truly humble seek truth and when truth is told, one must be humble to recognize and see the truth. 

Truth is narrow and error is wide. Error can be anything, but truth demands specificity and acquiescence to reality.   

Error allows one to pretend they are correct even in the face of reality that shows the opposite. The erroneous often 

stand in splendorous unreality thinking it is reality when others all around them smile, nod heads at the error and walk 

away shaking their heads at the unreality. 

This kind of thinking makes for a very small world and the smaller our world, the smaller our heart. We begin to make 

our own troubles so the tranquility we desire does not emerge in our lives because we think it is all coming from the 

outside.  

We must strive to find meaning and purpose in our day to day living and not surrender to the slings and arrows of     

outrageous fortune. You and I cannot control what happens outside ourselves, but we can be faithful to our invitation 

from LOVE to rise above the merely human and rise to a deeper participation of LOVE’s life. 

To accomplish this each person must do all in his or her life to be faithful in the small things of life. I do not doubt that 

the vast majority of husbands would run into a burning house to save his wife or 

a child. But the tranquility of heart and soul demands faithfulness in the small 

things of life. 

Our lives are 95% filled with small moments not the momentous. It is being 

faithful to a morning kiss, the random phone call just to say, “I love you,” the 

walk around the block, showing up at the ball game, remembering the birthday, 

and on and on with these small but important moments.  

Tranquility comes when you or I align our reality with God’s creation and how it 

is meant to be experienced. God himself tells us that peace is given to us through 

his Son Jesus and is ours if we but surrender to LOVE’s invitation.  

Let us not be afraid to trust that God will never go back on his word to love      

us with an infinite love. It is a love that is unconditional. It is not a disinterested 

love that is given so he will get something out of it. It is love that is freely given 

to you and me for our good. When we come in contact with this LOVE we in-

deed can experience tranquility in our lives — it doesn’t get any better than that. 

 Pace – bene,  
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