
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

     We sent the notices to you listing your total financial gifts during 2021. Most of the statements were sent by email; be 
sure to check your trash or junk folder if you have not received you statement. If you have not received your record by 
February 2nd, please call the office and we can send you another statement. You will need this for your tax submittal. 

 
*************************  

     The Catholic Church teaches that marriage by its very nature has two primary “ends” or purposes: Marriage by divine 
design is a covenant between a man and a woman that is for the good of the spouses themselves and for the procreation 
and education of children (CCC 1601, 2201). And God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth and subdue it’ (Gen 1:27–28; cf. Gen 2:18ff). 
 

     Indeed, Scripture is replete with exhortations to parents reminding them of their duty to educate their children in both 
the Old and New Testaments—e.g., “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from 
it” (Prov 22:6) and “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of 
the Lord” (Eph 6:4). 
 

     Every parent enjoys that moment when a daughter or son emerges from the womb into the light of day. Pictures are 
sent to family and friends, parties are planned, plane reservations are made, and grandparents come from near and far. 
Amidst the joy, new schedules are formed, desire for sleep can be more desirable than a heavy rise in the DOW.  
 

As time passes you begin to absorb the privilege of being a procreator with 
God in bringing this child into the world. God has set up creation in such a 
way that marital intimacy brings a deepening of love and concord with your 
spouse and also brings new life. This is more than physicality or luck but      
rather a carefully designed plan by our creator designed to image his nature                      
[a community of persons] so that striving always for goodness we lead others 
to the beatific vision of love and joy. 
 

It is imperative that parents pass on the faith to their children. The first step is 
to live your Catholic faith with enthusiasm and regularity. It is a sacred duty 
for parents to bring their children to Mass on Sundays. I know it can be a         
hassle and sometimes older children do not want to go. When I told my father 
I didn’t want to go to Mass, he simply so, “So!” The debate was over. I tried 

the same thing about going to school with the same result.  
 
     To the right is an example of a blessing for children from their parents. This is a wonderful tradition at the end of the 
day. At other times [leaving for school, to a dance, a job, etc.] a simple 
blessing may be, “Go with God today,” or “Remember that God loves you.” 
These little blessings plant the seeds of faith. 
 

     You are the first teachers of the faith for your children. Our in the home      
catechesis invites you to pass on our faith in a bit more formal way.  
 
     You are the best resource for your child’s growth especially for First            
Confession and First Communion. Your children need you to lead them in 
faith. They will listen and see your faith and how important it is in your 
heart and they will internalize that faith in their hearts, mind, and soul. 
 
     Being the first teachers of our faith will not always be easy, but you will 
not regret doing it. 

 

pace – bene, 

 

"May the God of Abraham, the God of 

Issaac, and the God of Jacob bless 

you. As He sent His angel of peace,  

the blessed Raphael, so may He                     

shower His blessings upon you.      

May Almighty God bless you, that you 

may see your children's children     

unto the third and fourth generation; 

and may you afterward have             

life everlasting." 


