
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

We are preparing to celebrate the wonderful feast of All Saints (a Holy Day of obligation) when we celebrate     

all those men and women, boys, and girls, who now are in the beatific vision of our heavenly Father. Growing-up     

we celebrated All Hallows Eve, to get ready to celebrate the saints. Plan to join in the fun with this year’s All Saint’s 

Day celebration. The flyer on page 6 has the details. 

 

Please note that we will celebrate Mass on Monday evening, October 31, and on Tuesday, November 1, at 6:30 

PM — please not the change of time for Tuesday. Our other Tuesday Masses, on All Saint’s Day, will follow 

the usual schedule, 6:45 AM and 12:10 PM. 

 

We also celebrate All Souls, which calls us to bring to mind all those who are awaiting entry to the fullness of 

heaven. Purgatory is part of heaven. Those of my age and a bit younger learned the three stages of the Church —      

the Church Militant [those of us on earth], the Church Suffering [those in Purgatory], and the Church Triumphant 

[those in the fullness of heaven].  

 

     Our Catechism teaches, All who die in God's grace and friendship,    

but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; 

but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness 

necessary to enter the joy of heaven (CCC 1130). It is a state of final     

purification for our sins. 

  

     When you or I sin we violate God’s law by commission or omission 

that leaves a debt for the offence. For example, if I steel $5.00 from you 

and you forgive me, I still owe you $5.00. Restitution is required on my 

part for the offence. 

 

        Purgatory is not a fun place; there is painful suffering as we get      

purified. We in the Church Militant can help them with our prayers and 

sacrifices. 

 

This teaching is also based on the practice of prayer for the dead, already mentioned in Sacred Scripture: 

“Therefore [Judas Maccabeus] made atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin.” From the 

beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the   

Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God. The Church also commends 

almsgiving, indulgences, and works of penance undertaken on behalf of the dead (CCC 1032). 

 

The only thing that gives them some comfort is their knowledge that they will be taken into the fullness — they 

have hope. When we pray for release from their pain, we booster their hope. They will not forget when they reach their 

glory. 

*************************  

Agnostics claim that they are not sure about the existence of God. Catholic Exchange is publishing a series of 

nine articles entitled “Evidence for Agnostics”. Each Monday you will enjoy enrichment in your ability to explain the     

evidence for the existence of God. The first article was published last Monday, 17 October. You can read these       

articles at https://catholicexchange.com/. These articles will help us to speak to Agnostics in more effective language. 

Catholic Exchange is faithful to the Church with several areas of interest. You can subscribe for free and open a wealth 

of growth. 

 

Join me in helping those who are not sure, to become sure that God is real and merciful. 

 

  Pace – bene, 

I hope to see you at FunFest 2022. So many have put in a lot of work to help make this weekend a success. There 

are games, inflatables (one is a zip line), a variety of food choices as well as beverages for young and old.  

https://catholicexchange.com/

